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INTRODUCTION

The town of Klawer is situated in the Western Cafdg6 milesnorth of Cape Townl3 miles
southwest of Vanrhynsdorp anti4 milessoutheast of VredendalThis rural settlement nestles
between th&if (Poison)Mountains in the east and the Olifants River to the vaasinowforms a
naturaljunctionconnectinghe towns ofVredendal StrandfonteinLambert's BayClanwilliamand
Vanrhynsdorp

Klawer is one of thosemall bwns we take for granted. But what defines a town? Why there? Why
then? And who decides?

Even as the 2Dcenturydawned it was farms not towns that characterized the landscagfethe
Western CapeA map of the dayshowed nothing between Clanwilliam and Vanrhynsdotipen
nothing again east all the way to Calvinide towns we now know ibetween Nieuwoudtville
(1897), Graafwater(1912), Klawer (120), Vlermuisklip/Lutzville (1923),Bitterfontein (1927,
etc.- simply did notyet exist?

So through the T®century, a traveler would encounter thdser original towns, some isolated
trading posts at strategic junctions, some faouses, and hundreds of milelsempty veld between
them The roads were generally diracks, and there would be days in which the traveler saw no
other soul.

The few preexisting towns had their origins in military garrisons or missitaiions.Clanwilliam
hadbeen established as a garrison town in 1808 against thercattieg of thelocal Khoi people,
and formally declared a village in 1818.long distancenorth, Vanrhynsdorp had been established
as a mission statipras were many future townghe Vanrhynsdorp and Vredendal area was once
the traditional grazing ground of the Griqua nomadic tribe of Khoi pastoralists. The mission
stations aimed to evangelize them. The oldest mission station, theTfb®meZending, was
established by the Moravian Missionary Society in 1a6#l eventually grew into the town of
Vanrhynsdorp, so named 1881. The Rhenish Missionary Society founded a mission station af
Ebenhaezer in 1834 .he Catholic Church establishédue Catholic Mission of the Little Flower in
Vanrhynsdorp and Vergenoegthre Vredendalrea inthe early20th century’

Besidegjarrisons and missicstations, later townsach hadheir own genesis storyMany of them

like Graafwater anditterfonteingrew up aroundrailway stops Others, like Niewoudtville, were
conjured into being simply by church or commurdtgtate Some like the Urionskraal tradingost

or Willemsrivier farm 'town’, were stillborn.Indeed,the failures help us understand why others
succeededFor examplewhen the local Church Council cidedto establish thenew town of
Nieuwoudaville in 1897, thee was already anascent 'town' on the neighboring farm of
Willemsrivier, with its own peculiar beginning®ver the previous two centurigsis great quitrent
farm had beerdivided up amongst succeeding generatiorsnodd but common forminstead of
squareebff carvings,the divisionstook theshapeof piewedgesemanatingrom a central point.
The reasons were strategic: the central wedarce had to be shared, and farmhouses could be built

! (Driver, M. & Shapiro, J.: "Coast Regional Development Study"; Development Action Group, November
1993)

2 A few embryonic communities, such as at Koekenaap and Vredendaal, were alreatigegbeints in
records.

% (Namaqua Tourist Board: Namaqua West Coast, online)



http://sa.travel-directory.co/280/places/western-cape/vredendal
http://sa.travel-directory.co/366/places/western-cape/strandfontein
http://sa.travel-directory.co/134/places/western-cape/lamberts-bay
http://sa.travel-directory.co/45/places/western-cape/clanwilliam
http://sa.travel-directory.co/268/places/western-cape/vanrhynsdorp

close to each other for protection against Kaoisncursions. The common center, ‘aerf,
developed the form of a town 'mastreet’, with its own church, milindJewish tradingost. Yet
the Church council madedeliberatedecision to abandon this organic town in favor ohatificial
one built from scratch on the neighboring farm of Groenrivier, basats greater water supply,
and perhapsa better land deal from its Nieuwoudt owneffie Willemsrivier ‘town' died before it
could befully born?

This raises the questiarf what defines a towand ensures its survivaWhatever the initiating
rationale, a permanent town, throughout the ages and geographies, can be characterized by at
four of five elements: 1. Sufficient foahdwater supply nearby2. A market plaeas rationale for

the hub; 3Reasonable transportatisonnection to the wider world to facilitate trade; 4. Place of
assembly for worship; and 5. Reasonable lawdership market to facilitate habitatiandgrowth
(although in many places such as Polmible-owned towns, or even central London, leegm
leases are a facsimile).

In the case of Klawer, as we will see, the OlifaRiger Valley provided the wateandagriculture;

a single trader named Phillpress established a market there ahead of the railwayaithay
brought the efficient transportation connectiomsgthe ultimate property owners, Josias & Louis
Nieuwoudt and Philip Press, provided the land for growth. The church would have to wait a
generation.

This study will explore what came before, why Klawer came into being, and why there. Its genes
story is both representative and unique.

Even when the strategic spot was authorized as the terminus of a new railway line in 1911, th
was sill little thought of a town. Indeed, when the first inhabitant arrived to set up a trading post ir
1910, futureKlawer was still undifferentiated veld straddling both banks of the Olifants River,
simply known aghefarm'Birdfield'. It was a midievel emgineer in the South African Railwaynd
HarboursDepartment who, in 1913, decided to name the lonely terptinbe, 'Klaver Station',
after a geographical feature nearby knamformally as&lavervieia

But this bureaucratic decision pertained only to dation - its specific site unfixed for ovexvo
years, unnamed for ovénreeyears, and with no sign of a train for oare years.His decision
certainly had little effect on the local8s far as dter governmental departments were concerned,
the area remained simpfgirdfieldd Only after the first train had crept up from the west in 1915,
and an irrigation canal had crept up a little further east by 1920, did the locdhjmotvners the
farmeas Nieuwoudt and generdealer Philip Pressagree to survegindapply the station's name to
the little strip of land between raind canal, and begin selling sythots for a nascent tow.his
survey of 1920 was essentially the genesis of Klaver, gvangh an independent township was
only declared in 195

Thusthe town ofKlaver was born. The Dutch spelling ruled until Afrikaamewly emerging into
its own as a literary language in the e@® century- dictated 'Klawer', as we know it today.

~000~

* (Archer, Maureen & Amschwand, Nigel: "Historical Survey Group report on the farm Klipperivier, also
known aswillemsrivier, in the OndeBokkeveld"; Vernacular Architecture Society of South Africa, 2012)
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ESTABLISHING THE GREAT FARMS

Klawer was born near the confluence of four great farms with a long history: 'Birdfield' in the
north-west quadrant, 'Kleinfonteiw/indhoek’ in thenorth-east, 'Heerenlogement' in teeuth-west,
and 'Melkboom' in theoutheast (lllustration 1- expanded version in appendix)

Illustration I:

Western Cape:
Clanwilliam to
Nieuwoudtville
showing
placement &
extent of key
farms

Each was a massive landholding of between 20 square miles (in the BasHielid) and 60 square
miles (in the case of Heerenlogemefithis size was required because of the harsh landscape, few
water sources,and scrubby soil.Commercial agriculture was possitdédong the Olifants River
historic flood plain, but elsewhere, ethpredominance otattle & sheep demanded rotational
pasturage. These massive farms could encomjudisandpoor, winterandsummer grazing within
their own boundaries.

The farms were created via grants dwihihtlally Du

t ch

ill -defined boundaries, owned in perpetuity by the Company, and merely rented on an annual basis

at minimal cost to the adventurers who were willing to aestpacify the boundaries of the colony,
while providing the crucial supplidsparticularly meati that the Company required for its ships.
Explorers and landeekers had gradually pushed north in the lateant early 18 centuries,
driving out or subordinating the nomadic San (Buammand Koikhoi (Nama/Hottentot)

inhabitants.
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In the first century of Dutch colonizatipthe Khoikhoi flocks and herds had been the source of all
Dutch meat supplies tbugh negotiated bartein order to avoid disruption of this supplfetearly
Cape governors, particularly Simon Van der Stel, attechgb protect good relations with the
kraals by banning settlers froamimal husbandrandthe meat tradeThey knewthat the setés'
primarysource of flocksandherds was violentnisappropriation fronthe nativeswho would then

flee with their animalsnto the mountaind But the pressure afettlersseeking land was inexorable

- By 1700, the land south of the Berg River had all been claimed, usually by the more aedlthy
powerful company officialsAs the settler population grew, retired soldiensd younger sons
despaired of beingimply 'bywoeners' (hangein), and began to press claims further north where
pastoralism was the only viable use of the harsher landscape.

- By 1720, the first farms were claimeddsettled between the Berg River ahé Picketberg.

- In 1725 the first loan farms were officialipllocatedbeyondthe Piekeniers Pass in the Olifants
River Valley. This was a momentous transition: for the first time the white settlers had penetrate
the ring of mountains that definelet southwest CapeClearly, by 1725, Khoisdrresistance was
no longer a substantial danger in the area.

- By 1732, the entire length of the Olifants River up to its confluence with the Doring River had

been colonizedThis would have been when the Cloetes, Bergs, and Van Wyks first settled th
farms of HeerenlogemeandBirdfield, then KleinfonteirmndMelkboom.

Even this far north, it was often the wealthier southern landowners who claimed farms, sending

[¢)

poorer reléives and 'knechts' (supervisors) to manage these tracts, in absentia. This was almost

certainly the case with Heerenlogemant Birdfield. It was the poorer, hardiendperhaps less
fastidious of thétrekboers' who later pushed into the Hantmd Bokkeveld (where Calviniaand
Nieuwoudtvillemuch later would be established) after the 1739 uprisings, then even further north
andeast.Even as late as 1800, while peacefully settled themselves, th@farers around future
Klawer were being called uponrfcommando duty to put down the Khoisaatellions far afield in

the Namaqualand north and the Seekoei east, as the natives despaired of having theindlocks
herds expropriated, and themselves forced into indentured labor.

Under Dutch colonization, thdistricts (with the Klawer area falling into the early Stellenbosch
district or drosty', and then the Clanwilliam spaff) were ruled by an appointeldhddrost aided

by six prominent citizens, ththneemraat Given the ditances and communication difficulties,
approval of land grants could be effectively made byltrisidrost.

According toLeslie Duly, "[The] applicant asked [thdhnddrost for permission to occupy . [a
portion of] land and agreed to pay the anmadt and stamp duty. If . . necessary, . . the
heemraden would resolve any conflicting claims for land. Sometimes a rough sketch was made,
the land was neither accurately measured nor described in a formal document. The plot was wal
off, a halfhour's steady pace in each of the four primary compass directions, and the boundary w

® The source of South Africa's shempdcattle herds was not imports from the European colonial motherland,
but rather the livestock of the Khoikhoi who haiyrated with them to southern Africa over 1000 years
earlier.

® (Penn, Nigel: "The Forgotten Frontier: Colonists & Khoisan on the Cape's Northern Frontier in the 18th
Century"; Ohio University Press, 2005)

" Given that the Khihoi and San often interbredhdthat the Dutch colonials, the only source of our
information, often made no distinction between the two, the academic term 'Khoisan' is used collectively or
when the distinction is unclear.
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marked by an occasional beacon or earthen work732 théquitrent tenurgdischarged land tax]
system was introduced; basedafifteen yea lease, it was natubject to survey, and the holder's
name was registered in the office of the secretary to the gov&rnor

Later, when the British took possession of the Cape from the Dutch during the Napoleonic War
they had arinterest in pacifying the Dutch colonisésxd farmers by offering more settled land
ownership Under the Craddock land reforms of 1813, ihient was to offer a more regularized
tenure of "perpetual quitréhsuch that'the Boer was expected to accept and even demand British
overlordship'® The Commission of Enquiry of 1828 set up a formalized system of surveys,
Surveyor Generals and Deed Registrieis the surveys and transfer deeds of this time that provide

the primary basis for an understanding of Klawer's origins.

TOPOGRAPHY AS DESTINY

The siting of futureKlawer was determined by topograpi8imply put, Birdfield was the first farm
and topographic point on theorth/east bank of the Olifants River that was flat enough for a
railroad.

Stretching all the way up theast bank of the rivefrom Cape Town to futur&lawer lay the
mountainous regions of the Piketberg and Cedarbéng, Krakadow and the Gifberge.
Consequently the primary roads and travel north had always been navigatedwesthaf the
Olifants - essentially along the coastahin. But two geographic phenomena appeared at the farm
Birdfield: firstly, the Olifants River began its slow bengstward towards the sea and had to be
crossed at some point so@m order to journey furthenorth up to Namaqualand proper; and
secondlyand simultaneously, the mountains began their march in the opposite dieestinmrd.

For the first time there appeared relatively flat open ground aadhorth of the Olifants to
imagine roads and rail. (lllustrationHkexpanded version in appendix)

This topography had dictated travelutes long before the railway came, as illustrated by a rare
historical traveldiary. The farms were distarih the 18' century an oxcart journey to the Cape
Colony took nearly two weekgVhile it is obvious thamany journegto and from Cape Town had

to be made by the farming families over the two centuries of habitation of the Western Cape, it w
considered too common to write aboBut an unusually detailed record of one journey has come
down to us becauseptovided vital testimony in a colonial court case.

Willem van Wyk was owner of the farm Kleinfontein. In 1742, he chaperbiwedistefin-law,
Jacoba Alida Camphethe sixteenyearold sister of his wife Johanpan thenine-day journey
down to relatves in Cape TownWhen shelater provedpregnant, he was placed under
investigation for incesthence, the detailed court investigation of their route. The journey from
Kleinfontein necessitated a crossing of the Olifants Rnaarthe future Klawer siteAs Laura J.
Mitchell writes of this case in "Belongings: Property, Family and Identity in Colonial South Africa.
An Exploration of Frontiers, 1725830":

8 (Duly, Leslie C.: "British Land Policy at the Cape, 178844: A Study of Administrative Procedures In
The Empire"; Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1968)

CHodson, Timothy A., fASouth AfriCoamtlan RePpeomturoe
Maine, 1996; Independent Projects Trust, 2002.)
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llustration II:

Railway crossing
Olifants River
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"The records from the criminal investigation of Willem van Wyk locate the travelers at specific
points in the Western Cape landscape. The party spent the first night of thedayitreo at Heeren
LogementOud Heemraadacob Cloete's farm was on the stahplain about ten kilometers south

of the confluence of the Olifants and DoYrmivers, and a reasonable day's journey from

Kleinfontein. The terrain on the east, or Doorn side, of the Olifants River is rugged and hilly south

of Klawer Valley, so the met efficient route would have been to cross the Olifants soon and heac
across the coastal plain. The Olifants River is not deep and would have afforded many cross
points in the autumn, at the end of the dry season. Just north of the citamts confuence there

is an obvious pass through the last ridges of the Cape Fold Belt. From that point travel southwsa
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toward Heeren Logement and onward to the Cape is over relatively flat and open terrain. In fact, the

modern railway line follows a natural paththe contours from Heeren Logement to the Piketberg.
That same route was probably the easiest to travel by foot and ox wagon d$ well."

19 Dooring/Doorings/Doring/Doorn/Dorn Rivier/River are common variations.
1 (Mitchell, Laura J.: "Belongings: Property, Family and Identity oidBial South Africa. An Exploration of
Frontiers, 1728.830"; Columbia University Press, 2008)




10

It should be noted that a wagoomad did exist on theastbank within the Olifants River Valley
itself, first pioneered by Pieter van Meerhoff in 1668t it involved crossing the formidable
Piekenierskloof Pass to get into the valley and then continuing north along the shanpdd
eastern banland cliffs of the river. It was difficult enough for loaded wagorand completely
untenable for a railway. Prior to 1858, the pass was so difficult it required unloading an
disassembling the wagons themselves, then reassembling on the oth&veitafter Thomas
Baine regraded the pass in 1858 as 'Grey's Rasg'regraded again a®iekeniers Pagg it was

still preferable to avoid the valley altogether if one could.

Instead, as we are reminded by Dr. E. E. Mossop in his exploration of "Old Cape Higliays"
the traveler heading north into Namaqualand, thecitam route through the Sandveld [as the
western plain was known, and de]lowed in later years by the railway between Piquetberg and
Klaver . . . was once compulsoryThis routewas originatedy the early explorer©loff Bergh
(1682) of whom we willhear more because of his family's ownership of the farm Birdfield, and
Simon van der Stgl1685) All subsequent traffic followedhuscreating what was known as the
Northern Highwag a dusty track now lost to time. It went almost directly north fromeCBown,

past the Piquetberg to HeerenlogeméBelow Heerenlogement the early route divided: North

of this lay the Konaquasberge. . The traveller mighfgo straight north toprave these mountains
and cross the Olifants River at Ebenezer [Alternatively] the traveller might escape by . the

trail to the east . . to cross the Oliphants River at t@ompany's Drift[the Dutch East India
Companys traditionalcrossing}® near Klaver. . . after its junction with the Great Doorn Rivend

so along the riverbanks by Vredendal" and northwards. "This route was for years known as t
‘'smousers pad' or traders rdad

In summary, Mitchdls account of the Van Wyk journegnd Mossop's exploration of the old Cape
Dutch routesconfirm the factthat the easiest path, the @ddnatural way between the Cape and
Namaqualandwas passage along the coastal plain to the west of the Oliftmis avoiding the
mountainous terrain on tleast bank until Heerenlogement (owouth-west quadrant); anthenby
crossing Birdfield diagonally onto Kleinfontein (omorthreast quadrant), approximately where
Klawer would be foundedlhe railroad was forced to seek that same point at whietOlifants
River bentwestward to the coast, and simultaneotisgeasternmountain ranges befirther ast,
thus allowing easy passage on tiweth-easernbank of the Olifants for the first time.

Of course, an appreciation tife strategicignificanceof the crossing neahe future Klawer site
still left someroom for specific placement. The Olifants River is fordabléhe arean a number of

places.The Railwayg records, however, make the specific placement and destiny of Klawer quite

clear. When Parliament approved the line in May 1911, and RagwHgadgarters in
Johannesburg requested the surveyors to report on potential crossings of the Olifants River,
Engineerin-Charge W. Patrick replied imo uncertain termthat there was in fact one definitively
advantaged crossifglace: From Engineerin-Charge of Graafwater Railway, W Patrick to

Engineerin-Chief, JohannesburdOnly one site has been taken into consideration as any other site

lower down the river would mean an increase in the length of the Railway without any addition:
bendit. The site chosen is at the narrowest part of the river, with sufficient room on each side of tt

12 (Mossop, Dr. E.: "Old Cape Highways"; Van Riebeeck Society, Cape Town: Maskew Miller, 1927)

13 The 'Compagnies/Company's Qrifthere the trail reached and crossed the Olifants River, originally lay a
few miles south of the Klawer siting, closer to the Doring/Doorn River confluence. But the easiest crossing
point would have shifted over the centuries with the river's ever aigamgdth and topography.
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bank to make curvature to enable the bridge to be built on the straight. The farmers in the
neighborhood have been interviewed regarding flood levels,frand the information gathered
[that location is favorable . . The sand in the bed of the river is very comp4ct”

In summary, this spot was the most southerly crogsoigt permitted by the mountainous
topography; was the narrowest point of the riveerd had the wide and firm riverbanks that had
always encouraged crossing here and now provided the ideal approaches for a bridge and railroad.
Kl awer 6s topographic position was its destiny.

But what of the human players? In thd"t@ntury, as we've justeen, Heerenlogement was owned

by the Cla@te family, Kleinfontein by the Van Wyks, and Birdfield by the distinguished family of
Oloff Bergh.But by the mid19™ century, all the four farms in our quadrants were owned wholly or
in part by various branchef the Nieuwoudt family.

THE NIEUWOUDT FAMILY FARM OWNERSHIP

=)

The Nieuwoudt family's South African saga began with Isaak Nieuwoudt, born in Amsterdarn
around 1699, who came out to the Cape as a soldier and surgeon with the Dutch East India
Companyin 1716.He did well, and was made a burgher in 1¥23e and the branches of hiwee
sons(seelllustration|ll - expandedloublepageversion in appendjx'® Gerrit Willemse (1716

lllustration Ill: Nieuwoudt Family: Key connections & landholdings (See doubfgage attachment)

NIEUWOUDT FAMILY &
KEY LANDHOLDINGS

AN DISSELVLEI/
. |BOSCHKLOOF

| HEEREN LOGEMENT

GROENRIVIER

14 National Archives of South AfricElNASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/4; Part 1; Descript:
GraafwaterOlifants River Line. Bridges and Culverts. 191912)[PR17Img175176]

15 (Armshwand, N.: "Groenrivier Farm Study"; The Vernacular Architecture Society of South Africa, 2008)
8 The author has assembled this selective Nieuwoudt Family Tree from a compendium of corroborative
sources, including: Messetmmidt, Jac (Messerschmidt Australis:MyHeritage.com); Viljoen, Yvonne (The
Story of a Clanwilliam FarmjandArmschwand, Nigel (Vernacular Society of South Africa: Groenrivier).
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1797), Johannes (172485), and Izaak (b.1730Accumulated large landholdings throughout the
WesternandNorthern Cape, stretching from the coastal plain west of the Olifants River all the way
across the Bokkeveld to lattday Calvinia. With each generation's inheritance, the farms were
divided up; sometimes members owned only a"1+re But the family also kept buying gnd
marrying into more landeven "in the mienineteenthcentury, members of the Nieuwoudt family
wereclearly acquiring vast tracts of land in the Clanwilliam distH¢t

The accumulations of Isaak's eldest son, Gemnitlconsequentlyhreeof his own sons would have
a particularlysignificantimpact on the landscape of our storyThe branch of Geit's eldest, Jan
Harmse (1744.822) spread out in the Jan Dissel Rivalley. Philip Press, one of the founders of
Klawer, would later trade between the farms.S9n Jeremias(also HeremiasiCornelis (1744
1811) accumulated the massive farms of Heerendege and KleinfonteiWindhoek around the
Olifants River, to which his namesake son Heremias would add, by marrying into the Bok family
large Bokkeveld holdings on the Northern Cape escarpment, including Groenrivier on which th
town of Nieuwoudtville wodd be built. And yet a third son, 3JielemanNieuwoudt (17591823)
would settle Melkboom, adjacent to the others on the Olifants Rl\lastration 1V)

Krakadow
Mountains

Gifberg

Mountains

Dooring River
Bridge

Melkboom’y,,,,,
Homestead

(presumed
Trading-store
locat:il:l%

{with later accretions)

Illustration IV: The four great farms as originally surveyeid early 19" century plus later sub-
divisions Also showinglater locatiors of hotelsor trading sites at Doring River Bridge, Klawer,
and Heerenlogement.

7 (Viljoen, Yvonne: "The Story of a ClanwilliamaFm: The history and archaeology of Warmhoek";
University of Cape Town: Department of Archaeology, 2011)
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The farm MELKBOOM (also known as ‘Melkboom alias Matjesfontein' in tfecgé8tury from the
name of one of its sutarms Matjesfontein) was already in the possession of the estéatasof
Tieleman Nieuwoudt (1752823 when it was surveyed on 25 November 1836, the account of
Tieleman Nieuwoudt Senigrfor the purpose of aerpetualquitrent applicatior® The farm was
15,207 morgen (3000morgenplus 12,207 of'Gov. ground; approx.32000 acresor 50 square
miles). This grant was officially made on 24 ©ber 1836 to"G.N.T. Nieuwoudt & G.S.
Nieuwoudt" apparentlyreferencing his sons: Gerrit NieuwoudtelEman Nieuwoudt and Georg
SebastiarNieuwoudt.By 1904, the primary ownerappeared to be the descendents of the eldest
son Gerrit (1786L871), particularly his son Stephanus Francois Nieuwoudt (1888DB), with
elevenowners altogetheincluding Nieuwoudts, Kotzes and Coetzees.

The farmHEERENLOGEMENT had been owned by the Cloete family in the @&tkury, but was
already in the Nieuwoudt family when the farm was surveyed by the estate of Jeremias Corne
Nieuwoudt (17441811) in 181," simultaneous with the survey of his other farm Kleinfontein
Windhoek. The farm measurd®,084(2359 morgenplus 6275 morgen of"'Goverrmert ground;
altogether approx40,000 acres or IHsquare miles)lt was named after the natural cavemnd
spring high up in a koppie at its center (now a national monument) that had served as a famo
refuge for earlytravelers From "Slosboo 1712", td'F. Vailant 1783"and through to the2d"
century, they carved their names, and humorously namedavern'Gentlenan's Lodging" in
Dutch. Aperpetuabuitrent granpf the farmwas made on 30 Newnberl837 toJeremias Cmelis'
sons® In 1839, Jeremias' s@ndnamesake, Jeremias Cornelis INWeudt (17871859) bought out

the others for£332! and willed the farm in equal shares to fosr sons threesurviving)?* But
there is no evidence of tingaking up residence there. Rather tlagpear to haveemained on
Groenrivier, inherited through their motheBok family.

The farmKLEINFONTEIN-WINDHOEK (lllustration V) had been owned by the Van Wyk family
in the 18thcentury, but as with thefarm above,had also been acquirdyy Jeremias/ldremias
Cornelis Nieuwoudt (1744811) probably in the late 17083 The names Kleinfonteirand
Windhoekwere usednterchangeablyKleinfontein was the older name for the largest, rev8se
shaped central portion.Ancillary portions ('Windhoek of KleinfonteirA, B, & C; Windhoek
Annex A; Windhoek Annex B)sometimes with different ownership over the yefilied in gaps to
create the ultimateliiuge, almossquare farnof about 2 square milesThe originalhistoric grant
of Kleinfontein plus 'Windhoek of Kleinfontei, B & C was of 5110 morgen or ¥ squaranmiles,

18 See Survey 491 of 183The Surveyor General: Western Cape; Revenue Building, Plein St., Cape Town. )
19 See Surve62 of 1831

20 See Survey Divisions of 1918 (767/1918; 854/1918 etc)fi@iGert Nieuwoudt & othefs also Viljoen,
Yvonne: The Story of a Clanwilliam Farm; the history and archaeology of Warmhoek: "Green records three
Nieuwoudts in 1837 granted perpdtgaitrent over Heerenlogemeht

2L (Viljoen, Yvonne: "The Story of a Clanwilliam Farm: The history and archaeology of Warmhoek";
University of Cape Town: Department of Archaeology, 2011)

22 (Armshwand, N.: "Groenrivier Farm Study"; The Vernacular Architecture Society of South Africa, 2008)
2 According to H.V. du Plessis, the Klawer schaglacher who wrote a booklet called "Geskiedenis van
Klawer 19151990" for the celebration of Klawer7&th Anniversary in 1990, the original entirety of

Melkboom and Kleinfontein had been granted in typical Dutch faan fashion in the 18th Century "as
measured by one hour by horse from the Doring River in a northerly direction (bringing) the nortdern bo
just north of the farm Windhoek, where Langbaken can be found.tdgiatyas Kleinfontein's ownership by

the Van Wyks in 170sis well documented, this early Dutch method of loosely defining farm boundaries
clearly predated the Nieuwoudt ownership.

c
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adding the WindhoeRnnex A & B portions increased the size byl21 morgen to a total of , 231
morgen, or 2 square mileslt was still a loan farm whederemiasCornelisdied in 1811 The farm
was in the'account ofthe widow of the late Heremias Cornelis Nieuwdudthen it was surveyke
as&leinfontein alias Windhoek' on 7 Felary 1831 evidently for the purpose ofhaapplication
for perpetual quitrent status. This official transferkdéinfontein(including Windhoek A, B & C,
but excluding Annex A &B) evidently took place on 24 Qutier1836° to two of his sons and one
of his grandsonsSpecifically, Sir Benjamin D'Urban, Governor of the Cagented"Perpetual
Quitrent unto Gert Nieuwoudt, Heremias Cornelis Nieuwoudt & Isaac Albert NieundieitSon,

a piece of 5110/orgen and 31 Square Roods of LdAd 09 morgen plus3,000 morgen of '‘Gov.
land], situated in that part of the District of Worcester called Clan William Field, Cornetcy of
Mouth of Oliphants Rivet? Gert (alsoGerrit) had gained singular possession by the time itquhss
in its entiretyin his estate to his only spdosias Jacobus (18@B73) on 27 July 1860

It is important to note tha&leinfonteinWindhoeklies entirely on thesastern bank of the Olifants,
pushedwell back from theriver by the farm Birdfield, including at thelgze whereKlawer
developed.Thus while Klawer did sprawl in a minor way intéleinfonteinrWindhoek in much
later years, the only real significance of the farm to the history of Klawdratsitt became the
ancestral home of this branch of the Nieuwoudt family, and that theolandrship dance between
the entrepreneur Philip Press and the farming Nieuwoudts in the 1910s and 1920s brought piece
KleinfonteinWindhoek into play.

Consequatly, the genesis of Klawdres primarily in the history of théourthfarm, BIRDFIELD.

llustration V:
DETAIL: v i ;
GREAT-FARMS vition , . _—
BIRDFIELD’ : P Detail of divisions
__&_ Sub-farm “‘jndhw‘: & and SUbSldlary
QKL]EINI“ONT‘]E][N’ Windhoek B % farms Of
WINDHOEK' \ N
Birdfield, and
Sub-farm N\ Kleinfontein-
Annex A’ Wl ndhoek

Sub-farm
Windhoek
Annex B'
Farm:
. AKLEINFONTEIN-
s A WINDHOEK'

.\ Current 'Klawer' (dotted border)
o

<. ™ Railway Property/Siding 1915

™. Original 'Klaver' 1920
*Primary Scheol 1921

Clanwilliam-Vanrhynsdorp Road

Olifants River

Railway line by 1915

% See Survey 644/1831

% See Survey Windhoek A: A3180/1924; Windhoek B: A3181/1924; and Windhoek C: A3182/1924
% Detail of Deed in 'Geskiedenis van Klawer':\H.du Plessis 1990. Also survey of WindhoekB,C refd
above with date of this grant of 1886 G. (Gerrit), HC. (Heremias Cornelis).A. (Isaak Albertus), son of
H.C. o
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THE FARM BIRDFIELD

This massive farm (6,200 morgen, or about 20 square miles) is shaped liketa-trank'L' with
the Olifants River running up its vertical leg, and vathout athird of the farm lying in a strip
along itseastern bankAll of Klawer, through the 19, lay on this part.

Birdfield was a typical Dutch loan farm until formalized under the new British system as the

perpetuaproperty of Oloff Martinus Bergh on 27 November 1821.

Oloff Martinus Bergh(17631835)was the latest in a long line of that illustrss nameThe first
Oloff Bergh(16431724) born in Sweden in 1643, joined the Dutch East India Company in 1665,
served in Batavia, and arrived in the Cape in 1676, where he founded one of the most distinguis
Dutch/Afrikaner families. His diligencevas recogized by Simon van der Stel, and rewarded with
command of a number of significant expeditiods.became one of the wealthiest men in the Cape,
and a considerable landowner. One of his sddsrthinus Bergh, became landdrost of

Stellenbosch, whilseveral other descendants, such as Olof Marthinus Bergh, Martinus Adrianus

Bergh, and Egbertus Bergh, filled important roles in the public life of the.€ape

It is unclear when precisely the family laid claim to the Birdfield propdBtyt we cangaugeits
great age and prosperity, both clearly greater than Kleinfel¥@mahoek, by the fact that it
claimed so much of the prime Olifants Rivgalley, incorporating both banks in an elongated
vertical sweepThe first Oloff had led one of the maj@xplorations into Namaqualand in 1682 in
search of coppeille came to know the Birdfield area well, even inscribing his own initials in the
rock atBerghfonteir?® four miles fromthe Heerenlogement cawich he is also believed to have
visited in November1682. But Dutch colonists only started settling the Olifants Rivadley in
1725.By 1735 the areavasconsidered sufficiently safe from Khoisan incursiémssettlement to
havereached the confluence of the Olifants @wting Rives. So t was probalyl Oloff's son,
Martinus Bergh (b.1696&)r grandson, OldfMartini Bergh(17221785) who staked Birdfield® as

a loan farmin about 1740° According to his obituary, OléMartini was an "outstanding character,
serving the Company as Secretary to the Court of Justice and representative of the Council
Policy, . . . Independent Fistan 1771, Maket Master in 1779, President of Council of Civil and
Marriage Affairs in 17& and Senior Merchant in 1788e had a brilliant intellect, corresponded
with scientists worldvide and had an extensive collection of beakd paintings

It is clear thaOloff Martini neversettlad on this outlying farm himselfThis is an example perhaps
of the best landjoingto those with social influence amapitalwho usedproxiesandknechtsto

27 See http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bergh43

28 ("Leaving Their Mark: Names recorded on the walls of the Heerenlogement cave"; University of Cape
Town: The Archival Platform, December 2013)

2 possibly 'Vogelveldor 'Berdhveld' (corrupted to 'Birdveld') before being anglicized at the time of the
British certification.

30 Between 173%when settlement reached the Doring & Olifants River conflueane 1743by which time
Kleinfontein was settlechaving been forcefiirther back from the Olifants Rivéay the evidently pre
existing Birdfield.)

31 (Linder, Adolphe: "The Swiss at the Cape of Good Hope 18521"; Pg 147The State Funeral of Oloff
Martini Bergh as Described in the Governors Journal on Thursday 24 November 1785"; Basler Afrika
Bibliographien, 1997 )
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manage thenDloff Martini's son and namesak®@loff Marthinus? (17631835),would have made
the application to the new British rulers for formal ownership,dventual quitrent grant readin
Dutch: "Gemeten op last van het Gouvernement oplden2nde & 3rd November 1821 vor den
Heer O.M.Bergh®

Forty years later, Berghheirs sold the farrto thetwo landownerson either sideOn 27 July 1860

a halfsharewastransferedto Josias Jacobus Nmoudtof neighboring KleinfonteifWindhoek in
the easf® and on 22 May 1872 half sharetransferredo Johannes Christian van Zyl, owner of
multiple farmsto the wesf® Thereafter, due to inheritance and sales, the ownership becam
increasingly complicatedaetween 1860 and 189&ighteendeeds of transfer were filed ®even
different families ofNieuwoudts Van Zyls, Engelbrecht§/an Sills, and Koetzees.

1699 - 1732 . .
NIEUWOUDT FAMILY: lllustration VI:
b Ao arved Cape BIRDFIELD & WINDHOEK Branch

1716 as Soldier & Surgeon Key mem bel’S

1211711716 - ~1797 Isaak: First NEUWOUDT to South Africa 1716 of Nleuwoudt

Gerrit Willemse NIEUWOUDT; Famlly Wlth
b/d.Drakenstein : — - ownershlp in
1744 - 5./18/1811 Jeremias Cornelis:- First Nieuw oudt ow ner of . .
KLEINFONTEIN-WINDHOEK & HEERENLOGEMENT Birdfield and
- Also possibly MELKBOOM .
Jeremias Cornelis NIEUWOUDT; a place n

b.Drakenstein; d.Stellenbosch

Klawer history

10/14/1777 - 10/12/1850

Gerrit: co-ow ner of KLEINFONTEIN-WINDHOEK
- with cousins Heremias Cornelis, & his son Isaak Albertus.

Gerrit NELWOUDT, - Later gained full ow nership.

b.Kleinfontein; d.Kleinfontein

12/24/1807 - 12/8/1873
Josias Jacobus NIEUWOUDT m. 1. Claudina

Maria Gesina Engelbrecht, 2. Maria
Susanna Wilhelmina ?reef; b/ld Kleinfontein

1
| 1 1
10/8/1846 - 7/30/1917 5/31/1852 - 3/2/1942 6/7/1858 - 1/1/1935
1 2

1860: Josias Jacobus purchased 1/2 BIRDFIELD
1898: His 3 sons inherit 1/2 BIRDFIELD & all KLEINFONTEIN-WINDHOEK

Gerrit NEUWOUDT; Josias Jacobug NIEUWOUDT; Louis Egbertus
Step- Sisters d.Windhoek b/d.Kleinfontein; NIEUWOUDT;
sister J—ll_' Declared:'Insane’ 1928 b/d Windhoek:

I i T T T T
8/29/1892 6/3/1944 1887  1895- 1948 11/7/1898 1903 1910 1978 4/1885 - 9/21/1913
N © [ 2 ]
2 5

Gert Josias Jacobus; Josias Jacobus;

. - ) Gerhardus Josias Gerhardus Hendrick  Hermanus Louis 4 ) )
S_t‘:p' Sisters b-Windhoek; d.Ronderug Gabriel Jacobus lzak "Appel" Jacobus Egbertus Sisters bid'w'”shoﬂiég;d
sisters ; st " " son barn
Gert: 1917 Inherited 1/3 'Windhoek', sold to uncles; | Jacobus m.Chatherina Christina  "Meens W

t l
8. 1/3 central ‘Birdfield sold to Philip Press SMIT [b.1896, Teacher] oA e

32 Marthinus, Martinus, and Martini were essentially different spellings of the sameusaahat different
times.

¥ See Survey 291/1821

34 See "halfshare" in Declaration in Deed 7392 of 1§8&eds Office: Western Cape; 90 Plein Street, Cape
Town); Notethatthis is coincidentallfhe same date abeinheritance of all Kleinforgin (as though

Birdfield wasalso already in father Gerrit's legacy); however the first BéogNieuwoudt transfer is
definitively to Josias Jacobus, not his father.

% See Deeds 6746 to 6748 of 1896 amongst others. Gideon Van Zyl and his sons hadandbsiléngs,
consisting of multiple farms, west of Birdfield.

D
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Then in 1873,Josias Jacobuslieuwoudt died, and bothhis full ownership ofKleinfontein
Windhoek, andhis half ownershipof Birdfield passed tdis widow, Maria Susanna Wilhelmina

nee Greefln 1896, she decided to execute the ultimate intent of her joint will with her deceased

husbandy transferring ownership to hénreegrown sons. The undivided shares of Eittl held

by other families had become too complicated, so it was decided on 14 October 1896 ttakipally
the step ofphysically dividing Birdfield amongst theeleven primary co-owners before the
devolution on her sons could take plathe northern top of the-leg and the southern strip of the
L-foot were divided amongst the oth&amilies and the estate of Josias JacdNieswoudt
acquired outright ownership of all the middportion, on both banks of the Olifarif{See
lllustration V)

Transfer of this half of Birideld, approximately 3,184 morgen (6739 acres)in size was
subsequently formally made on 30 August 1898 by the estate ofdtedmtherJosias Jacobuand
their living mother Maria Susanna to thieesons(see lllustration V), namely Gerrit Nieuwoudt
(18461917), Josias Jacobus NieuwoutB®47-1942, and Louis Egbertus Nieuwou(t8581945)
in equalundividedshare®” They also each gained an undividedethird share in Kleinfontein
Windhoek (including the separately deeded Windhoek Annex A & B).

By virtue of their land ownership, these three brothers would be key players in the development

Klawer two decades later. But their inheritance coincidih the arrival of another equally leading
player.

THE ARRIVAL OF GENERAL TRADER PHILIP PRESS

Given thetwo key identifying features of a town as habitation and business, it might be said that th
history of the actual town of Klawer began with the arrival of a trader, Philip Pt8381941)

and his establishment ofgeneraltrading post in 1910, ahead of the railwayntil that time, the
landscape was simply undifferentiated veld, part of the segment of the farm Birdfield that had be
registered jointly to the three Nieuwoudt brothers ten years earlier.

Philip Press was a Jewish Lithuanian immigrant who had tradeé W#stern and Northern Cape
since his arrival in the Cape Colony assiateenyearold in 1894.He had been dealing with
different branches dhe sprawling Nieuwoudt family for the past two decaddss long, close,
and mutuallybeneficial relationship wuld shape the establishment of Klawer.

- In the 1890s PhiliPresshad traded with his brother Albert on the farm Willemsrivier which
bordered on the Nieuwoudt's farm of Groenrivier. Wki¢ilemsrivier was ultimately eclipsed by
the selection ofGroenrivier as the town site brother Albert shifted to the new town of
Nieuwoudtville that was established on the Nieuwoudt farm. Philip rather shifted west.

- By 1903 PhilipPressheld the trading rights on tlggeatfarm of Heerenlogement near the Olifants
River belonging to another Nieuwoudt brariéh

- And from 19041909 he held trading rights on the adjoining great farm of Melkboom, also
majority-owned by a Nieuwoudt branchn 1904 he apparently resided on the dabm of

% See Deeds 6748750 of 1896

%" See Deesl73927394 of 1898

38 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.8647; Ref:22; Descript: Application for Letters of Naturalization. PHilligss.
19041905)

of
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Driefontein but then from 1908.909 had a general staxadhotel witha liquor outlet in the most
southeast corner of M&oom at theDoring RiverBridge which forded that river just befotiee
confluence wittthe Olifants®

Press'arrival there in 1904 coincided with a major change of farm ownerahifhat juncture, tte
great farm of Melkboom was jointly owned lsieven families, including many Nieuwoudt
members and JohannesJA.Kotze.In 1904 it was decided to make a physid@ision of the farm
following the pattern of Birdfieldsix years previouslyGert Albertus PetrusNieuwoudt (1873
1947)and his siblinggas heirs to the estate of their motHgarah Johanna Nieuwouditife of the
late Stephanus Francois Nieuwduttiok possession of the largest Driefontein secflost 5).**
The soutkeast sectiorfLot 1), including theDoring RiverBridge fell into the portion alldied to
Johannes A.J. Kotz& short,trading rights on Melkboom prE905required jointagreemenby all
owners including the Nieuwoudisbut Press'tradingand associatednhostelry rights between 1905
and1909would have been granted by Johannes Kotze.

Philip Presshad possession of the liquor license from 1§0Be therebyran "a hotel on the
southern side of Doorn River, close to the old steel bridge across the river and right next to the o
road to Clanwilliam.** As the dynamic would be repeatati the laterklawer sitg it should be
noted that the storeand liquor-license were usually the primary enterprise; thestdioy
accommodatios werea governmental requirement of any ligdisense holder. Apparentlthe
hotel 'burnt down (probably) before 191@hd "Press transferred the liguaenseto the new
hotel"* on Birdfield.*® Indeed, he fact anddate of the fire might have some significance18%0
saw both the sale of the farm by Kotze (to €.1]. Coetzee) an@ress transferto his newBirdfield

enterprise.

d

Such trading posts on Heerenlogemevielkboom and Birdfield were lonely affair©ne such
outpost at Urionskraalwhere Press' brother, Harry established a trading post at approximately the
same time remains unchanged and evokes the type seen in the countryside even today: a couple of
smal isolatedbuildings- now of whitewashed rubble, but then of simple waaadtin beside a
dusty wagortrack- surrounded by a vast landscape of empty veld. The local farmer welcomed the
enterprise on his property for providing necessities and somedgxuoim Cape Town, as well as a
market for his own produ either to other locals who frequented thading post, orfor caring

% Ibid.

0 Given the murky nomenclature, with the narddelkboonbandDriefonteird(as its largest segment)

being occasionally interchangedistpossible that the Driefontein, Melkboom, and Doring River enterprises
overlapped

1 Lot 5 of Melkboom; See Supreme Court Case: Nieuwoudt vs. Registrar of Deeds, of 22 Mar 1904:
("Supreme Court Reports: Decisions of The Supreme Court of the Cape of Good Hope during the Year
1904"; Reported by A. F. Russell & P. S. TwenanJones; South Africa: J. C. Juta & Co.; 190%). 134

2 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Source:CSC; Vol:2/1/1/981; Ref:28; Descript: llliquid Case. Appeal, Vanrhynsdorp.
Philip Press versus the King. 192923 )[CT14Img881]

3 (Du Plessis, H. V.: "Geskiedenis van Klawer 19990"; Booklet issued for Klawer 75th Anniversary,
1990; 200 copies)

*Ibid.

“SH. V. du Plessisippears in erravhen he wrote that the hotel "belonged to a certain Jan Kotzad

Press bought the liquor license from the burnt down hotel of Jan Kotze and transferred the liquor license to
the new hotel" in Klawer. Rather Jan Kotze was the fanmer, and Philip the hotelietaiming ownership

of the liquor license since 1905.
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further south. At Birdfield at least,r&s$ newtradingpost was set at an advantageous crossroads,
halfway between th®lifants River a mile to the west, with its natural crossing atwater at that
point, and the main wageamad between Clanwilliam and Vanrhynsdorp a mile to the east. It was g
natural tradingunction for passing custom.

Philip Presscame to an agreaemt with the three Nieuwoudt brothemsho together ownethe
central portion of Birdfield farm, fothis formal tradingstation on thenorth bank of the Olifants.
While the written agreement for this peridgisnot been found asthis would have been grivate
contract-an extension of the agreemstitat survives because affix@gud1926to a later land deed
andreferencing earlier such contractgves us a good idea: "Know all men whom it may concern,
that on this day . . Josias Jacobus NieuwoudtfFarmer, of Windhoek, in the Division of Van
Rhynsdorp. . .and Philip Press, a General Dealer, of Klaverdeclared that . . wheeas the said
Nieuwoudt is the registered owner. . of certain piece of redeemed quitrent land, being the
remaining ekent of the farm"Birdfield", . . . the said Appearers did. . enter into a written
Agreementwhereunder the said Nieuwoudt let to the said Pressll trading rights attaching to
the property. . ., subject to the right of the said Presg@fiewing such lease . for a further. . .

five years.. . . The rental payable. .in respect of the said trading rights shall be the sum of Thirty
Five Pounds Sterling per annum. " etc.*

Although the newtrading site already enjoyed a very ahtageous siting near the Clanwilliam
Roadand Olifants wagoncrossing, the primary motivation for the move was the greater gamble
that the Cap¢o-Graafwaterrailroad would be extended up to the Olifants River.

Philip Press' seemingly prescient moveptecisely the ideal location, approximately a year before
official authorization, and three years before any statiting decision, begs examination. It turns
out that even though Parliament would only consider the extension in 1911, the Raihddyea
quietly hard at work on preliminary surveying the year befohere was still considerable rigkie
surveying providedo certainty of ultimate approval of the project, let alone where precisely the
terminus would lieBut it is significant thatwo alternative sites were already identified, with the
ultimate winner already championed by the local engineers, as early as 1910, thus explaining Press
risk-taking.

In entrepreneurial terms, Philip Press' situati@s a prime example of being in the rigidce at
the right time:his onthespot management of the hotel at Doring River Bridge, the primary en
route lodgingplace at the time, made him privy to passing trafficd local gossip.Advance
knowledge and entrepreneurial Figlking, resulting in th calculated placement of his enterprise
opposite the ultimateite of therailway station, allowed Philip Press to take control of the future
trade and become the physical and social center of nastamer for decades to come. He put
down roots and integrated himself into tfa&ming community, donating land for a school, and
eventually retiring to his own farm adjacent to the town.

Philip Press' situation was unique, but also representative of fantw that was beginning to play
a major contributory role in the development of the Western @aghinterland of South Africa in
general: the Jewistnader.

46 See addendum to Deed B7468 of 1921
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THE JEWISH TRADERS OF THE WESTERN CARRND NAMAQUALAND

An important prism for analyzintpe various contributicsto the origins of Klawer is ethnographic
The Dutch farmers, already discussed at length, provided the land and settled agraoudture
husbandry aroundheir ownership consequent upon tligpdssession of the native Khoi and %an
century earlierin crossbreeding with the Khoisan, they alfdheredthe large Colored population
that would gravitate toward the town; by a hedihtury after Klawer's foundinghe Colored
community constituted about 2000 versus 700 whilése Engish in the form of the British
colonial government had provided the stabilizing lawehership structure, and now provided the
infrastructure of roadndrailway. But equally key to the creati@nddefinition of atown’, was the
attraction of traders/bugessmen to facilitate the economy. Amdthe Klawer areaas in most
small towns in South Africantil the 1930s, the traders warmstly Jewish.

The mass of Jewish immigration to South Africa came fairly late. There had already been Jews
travelingwithVasco de Gama (Gaspar da Gama, for ohne
were subsequently excluded from settlement at the new Dutch colony after 1652, even though
Jewish financiers were amongst the major bacaadsdirectorof the Dutch Eastridia Company

in the 18" century. It was only after the British occupation of the Cape in 1795 that Jewish
settlement was officially allowed’here were Jews among the 1820 settlers, but still tmmyto
twenty families altogether by the 1840Ehe diamod andgold rushaccelerated immigration with
Jews numbeéng about 4000 by 1880 his swelled to oved0,000 by 1914, following the economic
depression and pogroms in the Russian EmpBite.even though Jews constituted less thae
guarter of 1% of the no-black population, they made disproportionatecontribution to the
commercial infrastructure of South Africa in the™&nd 20" centuries, and Klawer was no
exception.

There were firsgenerationJewishimmigrants in South Africa engaged in almost all occupations
from medicine to mining to farming; but the majority tended to concentratgose occupations
they weremostfamiliar with from Eastern Europe, and in which they possessed unique #&kills
Europe'sChristianfeudatbasedsociety Jewshad beerexcluded,ghettoized and poscribed from
mostproductive occupatiori€.Barred from landbwnership and crafguilds, they wereonstrained
to specialize asrbanbasedacilitators: trading, lendingandmanaging For centuries,heir social
isolation and vulnerability made thenparticularly useful and exploitablemiddlemen for the
aristocracies' ligueselling monopolies, hostelries and esta@nagement. But as economies
became more sophisticatedwith international tradeand industrialization requiringexpansive
networks and capital fluidity - that role of facilitator became increasingiynportant. Given
sufficient freedom, as irBouth Africa those skills could blossorand engender whole new
economies

This vital role was particularly played out in the Western Cifaessive farms and distances, not to
mention harsh climatic conditions, limited the movement and markets of the established Dutch
settlers. Sefsufficiency allowed little time for travebr communication.lt was the Jewish
immigrant traders who spread out across the Cedarberg, Bokkamdldamaqualand, creating a
new network of tradingosts, wayside hostelries, goddsnsporation,andfinancialbrokerage that
could more efficiently & producers to markets, and savings to investmé&htsJewish traders and
Dutch farmers developed a stramgdproductive symbiotic relationship.

J

47 (Carroll, James: "Constantine's Sword: The Church and the Jews"; Houghton Mifflin, 2001)
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As Jowell & Folb point out in'l nt o Koker boom Country: Na ma
"Farming families. . . had problems in disposing of produce in small lots that did not warrant a trek
to the nearest town, and also had a shortage of cash as a3edh# [trader] bartered his goods for
farm produceMany of [the Jewish traders] ended up starting Esfedps. . . and introduced the
beginnings of a monegxchange systerthe role of the immigrant storekeeper and prodieaer

in gathering, distributing and financing marketable produce would transform the economy c
Namaqualand. . .The society wastought into the twentieth centur§?"

The Jewisttradersupplied heretofore unavailable monetary liquidity. Jowell & Folb continue: "In
addition to the trading function, the early shopkeepers also acted as infiyanakr$ to the
farmers . . . helping them during difficult times by extending credit or attaching their farms until
they were in a position to repossess th&hT.he financial system of the time was very different to
our own: obtaining a mortgage, for example, from one of the establishedvaskdmost unheard
of. Borrowing money against a farm still required locating a willing private lendes. Jewish
trader was able to bring his network to bear, to the landowners' advantage.

Thirdly, besides trading and financial support, the Jewish granis introduced hostelry services.
As Jowell & Folb point out"Apart from the shopkeepers, a new breed of Jewish entrepreneur wa
appearing, namely the hoteljer. .an occupation already familiar to Jews. of EasternEurope.
During the midnineteenth century some Jewish businessmen were given licenses by Russi
noblemen to run canteens or taverns in the rural areal South Africa, liquor trading and hotels
were strongly connectedilthough in the country, hotels or inns essentighpvided boarding
facilities to serve the traders, commercial travelers and civil servant of developing communitie
selling liquor was an important aspect of making a profit. These establishments offered clean
and comfortable conditions and hospital. . . The hotels became the centre of the social life of the
community and the hoteliers found themselves in key positions as the orchestrators of commun
living. . . . They always knew the business of everyone in the dorp and became the cfafhnels
information.'™

Philip Pressexemplified all these rolesie had started out as a wagniving trader, graduatito
managing a rural store, th@peneda primary trading post andotel in what would becomé¢he
new town of Klaver. He ultimatelyprovided in one facility all the functions normally associated
with a vibrant town: generalealer store, hotel, saloon, ligustore, butcher, cattdealer, and local
financier.

A successful economy requiresfaxilitating network to identify, share aneéfficiently distribute
resourcesPresswas able to tiehimself intosucha complexand productive network of family
members who settleaindinteracted at strategic points throughout the Galuis brother Albert in
Nieuwoudtville and his brother Moses Briefontein, his brother Harry in Urionskraand
Graafwater, brothein-law Natie in Vlermuisklip, cousin Louis as successor in Klawed father
in-law JV Hoffman in Cape Towramongst other When the locafarm owners- especially the
Nieuwoudtfamily - needed financing or to salff produce and exce$snd Press was able to bring
his network to bear.

(Jowell, Phyllis & Folb, Adragueanl naen:d 6fisl nJteowiksohk ePri
Press, South Africa, 200#g. 12, 38
9 Ibid. Pg. 56

%0 bid. Pg. 56, 59
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Until the 1930s, the relationship between Dutch farmer and Jewish trader was a very poditive
affectionate oneBoth considering themselvéBeople of the Book', they shared a vital love and
knowledge of the Bibleln the lonely countryside, the visiting Jewish trader provided entertaining
and intellectual companyGiven the overlap of Dutchnd Yiddish, the traders found it easier to
learn Dutt/Afrikaans than Englishin addition, Dutch farmes and Jewish tradsrshared a
wariness of the British colonial administratiamich was prejudiced towards botim short, they
found they had much in common, and served each other's purpose

Indeed, giverthis productive relationship, thiermentatiorof ant-Semitismin the Cape farmlands

in the 1930s was tragid@ he emergence of the militantly agemitic'Greyshirtsmovementwas an
obvious reflection of the Nazinovement in Germar®y} It was able tatake root in the Dutch
heartland of South Africa because of the understandable sympathy with Germany in general for
support of the Boers during the Second ArBtmer War.Lingering resentment combined with an
economic depression to foster an Afrikanesvement towards econonsgelf-reliance. Thereation

of 6drmerscollectiveto selfmanage marketndfinancingresulted irblatanty anti-Semiticcalls

to boycottall Jews. Even though there walittle evidence of Jewish exploitationrather the
opposite: the collectives provided no greater or cheaper financial bentiisclose ties to the
farmes world made them natural scapegoats. Jews were accused of profiteering, in spite of the f
they had provided heretofore unavailable marketthebenefit ofthe farmersThey were accused

in ageold antiSemitic tradition of moneylending in order to disenfranchise farmers of their
patrimony, when in fact they had rather provided a vital liquiditgaccess to financial markets,
often in return fo& mortgages to excesand underutilized land still lying dormant since the
original expropriatios from the Khoisanin the aftermath of the boycott@nd sufferinghe specter

of the Nazi genocide, rural Jewscreasingly migrated to the cities. The vital contribution of the
Jewishtrader to the development of the hinterland, and rural towns like Klawasrobscured

But all this was in the future. Back in 1909, while running his hotel at the Doring RivdgeBr@and

observing the new railway edging north, Philip Press saw a positive destiny in the Olifants Rive
Valley. He placed his bet on the future of rail to open up new markets for all.

THE RAILWAY

A positive feature of British colonialism was the developmentinfrastructurethat generally
accompanied any exploitatiomhe selfrighteous justification of a duty to 'spread God's word, and
uplift the natives' energigecolonial governmentThe developmerdindopening up of the Western
andNorthern Cape was a prime example. The Raisvand theOlifants Riverlrrigation Scheme

to be discussed later, were the tools.

®1 Of the rise of the Greyshirts around Klawer, Philip Press' daughter Rhoda would narrate: "Thare was
family called Roos, whosgrandmothehad been ®utch Jewessaand she had married an Afrikaner dreti
children. | believe itvasher grandchild who becamthat JudgePresident of the Cape, Judggn Wyk.Now
Judgevan Wyk, whose grandmother was a Dutldwess, had a brother and this brotbezame an anti
Semite. Alongt he ri ver at Vredendahli rhtes 6h enthoeeimio pdnver.dAftar n g
delivering hisspeech he called to the audieaogls a i d 0 -Tié Isdeakimidrikaans andhentranslate
0Se' |uléasyengyn g oei ei debnoedfyok know?odgood] e w? 6 S oputuparhand n e

its
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atthe back of the metingand s o heéAndtstke dman a&@&nswenddudlguaodpat dber

(Getz, Rhoda; interviewer: Dr. Pslianning, 1984)
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In 1873 the British Colonial Governmetaok over the various small railways from private owners
and promptly begaauthorizinga new railway line that, in fit and starts, would eventually reach
north into Namaqualand-he first step was an Enabling Act of 1874 authorizarsipndardgauge
(3°6") railway branch linérom Kraaifontein- which layjust north of Cape Town towards Paatb
Malmesbury abouthirty miles further north.This was reached on 12 November 18THen in
1898 the decision was taken to extend the line from Malmesbury to Eendekuil, 128 mile from Ca
Town. It reached Moorreesbuan 9 September 1901 and Eendelaril 15 November 1904n

1906 enabling legislation was passed for an extension from Eendekuil to Gradwatehfter a
threeyear delay, work recommenced in August 1808he "EendekuilGraafwater Line" opened

for goodson 21 April 1911,and for "all classes of traffic* on 31 M9 1.

Authorization to the Olifants River

Immediately, inApril 1911, an enabling Act of Parliament was passed for extending tlee lin
"Graafwater to North Bank of Olifants River and eateeding six fites beyond" ** On 4 May, the
word went outfrom the General Manager of the South African Railways tdEtngineerin-Chief

to begin: "The construction of this line has now been authorized by parliament under the Railwa
Construction Act 0fl911, the amount provided being £161,88080,000 of which are available
out of the amount appropriated under Cape Act 34 of 1906 for the construction of the Eende Ky
Graafwater sectian. . . The Railway Board, per 29 ultim@®9 April 1911, hasapproved of
arrangements being made for construction work to be proceeded with, and | shall be glad if you v
arrange accordingly. . . The intention is to construct this line to a point in the vicinity of the main
road from Clanwilliam to Van Rhynsdarput the actual site of the terminus will depend, to a great
extent, upon what arrangements can be made for securing economically the neces$&ry land

Prior to authorization, there had been significant deliberations, sumameysosting out of a more
extendedline reaching fourteen miles further north to the logical endpoint of the town of
Vanrhynsdorp, and indeed, thidan remained apossibility (quite distinct from the later, more
ambitious plans to extend the line all the way up to Namaqualanerpribpough to the 1920s.
However, itwas rejected. Clearly, it was farm produce that was driving the project, not town
traffic, andit was considered quite sufficient take the rails only as faxs and no furthethan the
point thatservel the most famersefficiently. The fact that the terminus would end up being placed
in the middle of nowherd ii n toh e sv &Sli o David de Mihichlas aur s
next section will discuss, was the case, was irreleviime "six miles" allowed (and at first
intended) the railroad tat leastreachthe main road between Clanwilliaamd Vanrhynsdorp, from
whence simple roadransport could take over. But a s  w &ugality and etleer practical
reasons, dictated cuttinge line even shorter and placing teeminalstation as soon afténe line
crossedhe river as firm ground would allow.

*2(Ross, Graham L. D.: "Namaqualand: A transportatadated chronology"; Somerset West: privately
distributed, 1996)

>3 When finally sitedKlaver Statiorwould havethe distinction of being at one dfétwo extreme ends of the
entire South African railway system: "The longest continuous journey over the Union railways, both in

distance and time, is from Klaver in the Cape Province to Somkele in Natal, the distance and time on journey

being 1,555 mileand B8 & */, hours respectively.("Official Year Book of the Union No.21918"; Union
Office of Census and Statistid3).648

** The total cost of the Graafwatktaver line of 30 miles & 65 chains was ultimateli4®,850 (See

AOf ficial Year bodlO1@f0, tvirays til®iia bulget.of £161,582e above)
5 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/1; Part 1; Descript: Graafv@liéants River Line.
Surveys: General. 1911016)[PR17Img2829]

pe

yS

vill

Gr



24

Conversely, there was strong political pressure (from Provincial Council Representaliveail.
Zyl upon Minister of Railwaysard Harbars, J.W. Sauer, androm him uponthe Engineerin-
Charge to puta full stationstop on thesouth/westbank, before crossing the OlifantsRivdrhis
would eliminate any station on theorth/eastbank, while assuming a final terminus, as per the
authorization, a full "6 miles" further north/ea$tan Zyl'sargumentsn favor of the south bank
station stated that"The majority of the inhabitants [are] living at the south sideand when the
irrigation Canal will be made much will be grown wherefore Railway Traffic to the markets will be
wanted . . . The Olifant's River is during most years too deep during six months of the year to b
crossed . .for farmers living at the south side of theer to reach a Railway station at the north
side"*® Railway engineers countered that there wouldn't in fact be much traffic frosotiwest
side, and in any case the river was quite fordable for most of the A&ieeompromise was
eventuallyreached wheeby asiding (later named 'Birdfield Siding’) would be situated just before
the bridgecrossing. And ultimately, this compromise wouifliect the specific placement of the
easthorth bankstation, and hencthe location oKlawer today.

Placement of th&erminalStation

Even though the extensida the riverwas only authorized in miti911, planning had begun a full
year earlier in order to present parliament with a practical budget andopiiges.In fact, by late
1910, the records reveal, réliminarytrial surveypo ( b 3ZSgeptembercompleted 21 November
1910’ had already laid out a tentative route and identifirenicompetingterminalstationsites

1910-12 Survey
(Detail)

Birdfield/Wind-
hoek boundary

s ';'l"
X _lfd'." lri » Station Site No.l
Engineer's Office
" ! ,If(a?n'gn Ir Y 3 M
— .'."..;: R Krantz farms
"ﬁ. .‘t. Rirrws ,",,’,,_, Station Site No.2
-
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B <South+North>
East

\"

Circalivecler-Olifenls Lrcer 2y
Koeete . }efrr// 4

Teales + K Coeofee Ruoeds
il IS0 Cherins

Hotel at Doring
River Bridge

lllustration VII: Preliminary railwaysurvey of 19161912 showing 2lternativestation stes

% |pid. [PR17Img27]

>’ (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/1; Part 1; Descript: Graafv@liéants River Line.
Surveys: General. 1911016) [PR18Img164,180]
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By theend of 1910, th&ngineerin-Charge®® Mr. S. Pauling, was already able to estimate a bridge
of six 100feet spans costing £2000 across the Olifants Rigadto report that: &lternative sites
have been selected for the terminal station: Nsiteis close by the Olifants River and about a mile
from the high road running between Clanwilliam and Van Rhynsdorp, from which there is a goa
branch road leading to the station shi. 2 site is alongside the high road making the line 1mile
10 chains loger>® | recommend that Nol site be selected owing to water facilities both for
railway purposes and transport ride?$The preliminarysurvey map' of 1910 already showed
both sites (lllustration VII). The N& site was orthe farm Windhoek.The No.1 ste was orthe
farm Birdfield. But both involved negotiation with the same Nieuwoudt owners.

The decision as to which site to choose was left unresolved for mearyears.SiteNo. 2 always
had the advantage of being "close to hegn road’ and thereforenade ending the line heseem
more logical But to the engineers, Na.always had the edge.

In addition to offeringeasier wateringnext tothe river, it eliminatedthe unnecessary wastefulness
of the extra mile of tracks especially imen there were goodbfanch roads leading from main road
to the river.®? Giventhe very tightbudget(evenbricks would be rejected in favor of cheaper wood
andtin for the station)the extramiles seemed unnecessaidditionally, if an extension of the
railroad further north was ever approved, as was still possibl&itéélo. 2 would actually be a
deviation from duenorth A regular water supply was indeed a key factwt only would the

station need to be suppdi®n an ongoing basis, but it was understood that the station would be a

depot for the movement of large herds of cattted sheep driven down from the north for
butchering either at the depot ior Cape Town.Ultimately, the Klarer Station was plannetb
include a kraalfor 2,500 sheepOne can imagine the chaotic scene as these flaokisherds
awaited transportatioandthe virtue of the riverbanKor wateringnearby.

The finalweight that was added these arguments was the compromise ovesdhih banksiding.
In March 1912, theew Engineerin-Charge John Gilesie®™ admitted to the General Managier

%8 Therewerethreeprimary Engineerin-Charge from 191@ 1915 who worked out of the malshift office

near the current Klaweailway station, while probably boarding at Philip Press' hostel: S Pauling (1910

1912, John Gillespie (1912913), and W. Patrick @1131915):

*9'Chain' equals 22 yards, with 80 chains in a mile

0 (NASA: Dep:SAB:; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/1; Part 1; Descript: Graafv@liéants River Line.

Surveys: General. 1911916)[PR17Img3638]

b1 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; VVol:928; Ref: EC48/46; Part 1; Descrip: Graaf@ifants River Line.
Olifants River Irrigation Furrow under railway line. 190919)[PR17Img126132]

2 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/1; Part 1; Descript: Graafw@liéants River Line.

Surveys: General. 1911016)[PR17Img41]

83 Of thethreeEngineersn-Charge from 191@0 1915, the career of John Gillespie (188®5), the

engineer who contributiemost to the execution of the line is probably representative: Raised in Scotland, he
apprenticed as an engineer under James Barr froffif@ge to twenty He then worked aan engineering
office-assistant for Scotland's Caledonian Railway Companyd®@oring John Mackay, a railway

contractor on the Caledonian's Wishaw Line. In 1880 he was engaged by the Cape Gowrdmentd

to South Africa. In 1885, Gillespie was appoinfiest-assistant engineer on the Kimberley Extension

Railway, and workedor the Railways until 1904 when he joined a private contractor agamelySimkins

& Adams in Cape Town. In October 1907 Gillespie was appointed as town engineer of Pietersburg, but wa
forced to resigriive months later after differences with the palnealth and works committee over the road
construction. He apparently could not cope with the défgrent municipal decision making process, and

n
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Johannesburghe feasibility of including a permanent siding tre uth bank, butaddedthe
consequent advisability aiting thenorth bank terminal closer to the river as "this would place the
Station within a mile of the propos@&iding and would facilitate the working of the Siding as it
cauld be controlled by the Officer in charge of the statf§rDbubling the duties of theerminal
stationmaster was yet another eeawing.

A few months later, by Sepinber1912, the decision was finally made in favor of Slte 1, which
is where the station sits todajst as the topography of mountaémslriver had dictated the siting
of the bridgecrossing, so the arguments pertaining to the water, landscapisjaffing, andthe
resulting sitingof theterminus dictated the contours of Klawer today.

On 1 November 1912Gillespie was already sendingdetailed plan of the final station and
approach roadS. Details of the plans, specific facilities and construction materials were debatec
through December 19F2By then, all the key elements weglanned:

"Third class station buildings; go®dhed; goods loop of 678 feet clear; main loop 1fe@d clear;
deadend 300 feet clear; lamp room; triangle; cattle kfsmlcontain 2,500 shepp®’ The station

was to have atationmastés houseandseparate quarters fane enginedriver, fireman, ad guard
consisting of a 'rest rooraf woodandiron for each, with a shared mes®om and kitchef®

Work began on the station in 1913, and in his Progress Report of 20eDt913 Acting New
Construction Engineer, Mr. Prettyjohgave specific instretions tothe Engineerin-Charge "Mr.
Gillespie to complete all buildings north of the river, so that on completion of the Bridge, the Ling
could be opened for traffic at ont&

The finalized station was still unnamed and simply referred to on plafi@ exminal Station
Olifants Riveb or si mpl y # OIl. Klaverrstlidad Ronaneer St ati ono

In any case, the railway itself had a long way to go before it would ever reach the nascent station

Construction of the Line

After the announcement of 28pril 1911 that "construction workwas] to be proceeded witH® it

was determined iduly to "fix the Main Construction Camp on the Line at a point beyond the
Olifants River adjacent to the public rodt.should be possible to make arrangements with the

returned to work as a railway engineer until his death in {®2ki, Harri: "Municipal Engineers in South
Africa before 1910"; Tampere University Press, 2013)

% (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref:EC48/32; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@lifants River Line.
Stations and Sidings. 191B16)[PR17Img5354]

% Ibid. [PR17Img55]

% Ibid. [PR17Img5562]

7 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:1129; Ref: RG165/13; Part 1; Descript: Eend@kfshts River
Line. 19091916)[PR17Img17&96]

% (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref:EC48/32; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@lifants River Line.
Stations and Sidings. 191B16)[Box 50;PR17Img5562; Station Plans:Pr18Imgl2(B5

%9 (NASA; Dep:SAB;Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/41; Part 1; Descript: Graafw@tiéants River Line.
Opening of Line. 191:3915)[PR17Img85]

"(NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/1; Part 1; Descript: Graafv@liéants River Lhe.
Surveys: General. 1911016)[PR17Img28]
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Postal Telegraph to run a special wire for a telephone between the camp and Clati{viligrite
the farmandrail plan No.113 of 22 November 1911 showed tls#te of new terminusot yet
definitely fixed""? it already showedhe lonely office of the erigeering team close to where the
bridge would be built.

The engineers now worked from both eonéishe new railway extension

- From the southat the Graafwate$tation, they broughtup supplies from Cape Town and edg
the line north, through the farm Graafwater, dnenthe great farm Ratelfontein on which they
placed an intermediarsiding. They continued though the great farm Heerenlogement, with its
subfarm of Schurfkop (also spelled 'Schuurftkapdcurrently Skurfkop’)on which they placed
second siding, and finally reagthithe great farm Melkboom and the sia@bms Driefontein and
Krantz in early 1913.

- In the north at theMain Construction Camghe ground had to be prepared for the vital railway
bridgeacross the Olifants River and ttegminalstationitself. By theend of 1911, probings for the
bridge were complete, with designs under review, including an examination Diotivegy River
bridge for compatibility’®> The bridge design, componentanufacturing, and ultimate erection
appear to have been separately tendered proca$sefinal design consisteaf'12 spans of 60 ft
on screw piles, similar to the Umvoti Bridty¢ The components had to be shipped from England,
and there was a majortback in early 1913 when vital steelworks were lost when the ship 'Hadden
Castle' ran aground near Saldanha Bdye missing parts had to be reordered. In the meantime, the
surviving steel sections were kept in storage in Graafwdiedine would need tbe completed all
the way to the riverbefore the steel sections could be transpottedhe site for erection.
Meanwhile, exensive earthworks were needed beside the river where a mklssiffeomplicated
the approachPlans were sufficiently advanced March 1912 to call for tenders: the Earthworks
and Concrete extended "for half a mile alongside the Olifants River.earthworks comprise the
excavation of some 33,500 cubic yards and 96,000 cubic yasdo be obtainedifrom elsewherge
The concret of approximately 1000 cubic yards is for the construction of a 10 ft arch cUR@st
June 1913, "the earthworks to the Bridge were expected ¢orbplete in abou8 months'’® and
tenders were invited for the actual erection proogsise bridge

Work went smoothlyat thenorthern end The earthworksvere complete by September 1913 on
schedule, and work was in hand to complete¢hminalstationand approach road5The problem
was in thesouth where the layingf the linewas stalled by heavy irss, at the farm KrantZOn 3

T bid. [PR17Img23]

"2 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref:EC48/33; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@lifants River Line.
Public Roads.19%1917)[PR17Img109]

3 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/4; Part 1; Descript: Graafv@liéants River Line.
Bridges and Culverts. 19111912)[PR17Img176]

" (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927A; Ref:E@4; Part 27; Descript: Graafwate®lifants River
Line. Bridges and Culverts. 19418918) [PR17Img180]

5 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927; Ref:48/4; Part 1; Descript: Graafv@liéants River Line.
Bridges and Cwferts. 19111912)[PR17Img178]

"8 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref:EC48/32; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@lifants River Line.
Stations and Sidings. 191B16)[PR17Img71]

""(NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/41; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@iifants River Line.
Opening of Line. 191:3915)[PR17Img83]
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November 1913, &emporaryTerminus was opened at Krantz “for all classes of traffic" coming
up from Graafwater, while the construction crews tried to complete thdifiaahiles to the River.

This siding at Krantz,(simply called 'Temporary Terminus' in 1913, then 'Krantz Spur' in 1914
when the next ‘Temporary Terminus' opened at Birdfield, and 'Kleipan Siding' only much later) we
a controversial stop on the linas the following section will describks reasorfor beingactually

lay with the South African Irrigation Departmesas$ part ofthe Olifants River Irrigation Scheme
which would in its own way, also help define the contourshaffuture Klawer.

THE OLIFANTS RIVER IRRIGATION SCHEME

The railway wasn't he only piece of modernity creeping up the Olifants River. The secamd
tandem, dependent, parallel, and with similar aimss the Olifants Irrigation Schem@here the
irrigation scheme aimed to increasend stabilize productivity in the farming district, thailway
aimed to bring the consequential bounty to marKéwer was borrandsituated because of the
railway. But Klawer'ssurvival and growtlwas greatly a function of the increasing productivity of
the land around that permitted division of veld into smaller productive farms, thus increasin

AS

population, and consequent viability of their local town, even long after Klawer had ceased to be a

terminus and become simply a stop on the line.

Theagricultual inefficiency of the Olifants RiveYalley had become a source of great irritation to
the Cape AdministrationA comprehensive and insightful study of the problems is provided by
"Water Supply of South Africa, and Facilities for Storing it", edited dynJCroumbieBrown, the
Government Botanist at the Cape of Good Hope, in 184 Division of Clanwilliam covers an
area of 6000 square miles. [that] includes the fertile valley of the Olifant's River West, and a vast
extent of mountain and karoo either side of it. . . The climate is very hot in summer, although
cold in winter; and the situation is rather unfavoraiblecommunication with other parts of the
Colony, owing to its deep sandy roads and rugged sutf@eumbieBrown goes on to quethe

Civil Commission Report of 186%iClanwilliam has suffered severely from . drought. It may be

remarked that the general failure of the crops is mainly attributable to the great apathy and want of

enterprise exhibited amongst the agricultwwammunity; for most parts of the division are well
supplied with water, available, with but little trouble or expense, for irrigation purposes. At preser
the division is reduced to a deplorable state of poverty: there is no money in circulatiand
perfect stagnation prevails in tral€roumbieBrown includes & sketch of the position, prospects,
and capabilities of the division of Clanwilliam which appeared in newspapers of the Qwluink
declared It really is most disheartening to see so ynHmusands of acres of the most fertile sail

in this district, in the beautiful valley of the Olifant's Rivdying waste and comparatively
unproductive, owing to the apathetic and indolent dispositions of the majority of the farmers. It hg
been calculged from reliable sources that not more than one twiitiyof the whole extent of the
farms are under cultivation . The usual drawback, namely, drought, does not, or ought not to exist
here, as the Olifant's River supplies abundant water at abbrsea$ the year; and, were there the
slightest effort on the part of the landowners, tributaries of the river might be made available f
irrigation purposes to almost any extént’

8 ("Water Supply of South Africa"; Edited by John Croumbie Brown (Government Botafiapatof Good
Hope); Chapter: "Water Supply in Division of Clanwilliam"; Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1&%y250-264
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Mr. CroumbieBrown goes on to say that this assessment was not eritinelyie acknowledges
that he Olifants River Valley was indeed particularly fertibeit points outthat even where there
was exertion, with bounteous results, there stdisthe problem of transportation to market: "Some
of the finest grain in the Colgnis grown in the fielecornetcies of Zandveld and the mouth of
Olifant's River; but the only market the farmers have for the sale of their produce is at Lamber
Bay, where the trade is entirely in the hands of certain mercantile establishments. frisisasee

I's

great pity, as little or no competition is the consequence, and the farmers get but low prices for their

grain. Why could not some of the leading men among them take it upon themselves to ma
shipments direct to Capetown, and thus raise competition."

In summary, this commentary spoke, firstly, to the need for better transpoggsiem from the
upper reaches of the Olifants River, which ultimately led to the Olifants River Railway project, an
theplacement of Klawer. But, secondlyalso spoked the need for governmental involvement in
furthering irrigation efficiency, culminating in therigation scheme wich permitted Klawer to
survive ancexpand.

The irrigation projectgained new urgency in the later decades of B¥das itbecameapparent
that in factthe environment wadeterioratingwith dire consequenceg&ver since the great farms
had been settled along the river, crops had been irrigaideferilized by the flooding of the river
on a regular basi§ o theParliamentary gustionin the 1860s"On the Olifant's River the land is
irrigated by the rise of the river is it nbt?heinspectorcould still reply: 'Yes, by the overflowing
deposit, exactly the same as with the NifeMowever, destruction of natural vegetation and
consequent bank erosion over timas already resultingp the gradual widening and deming of

the banksbetween 1822 and 1870 the river widened by a full quarter, from an average 95 to 125

feet. As a corsquence, the river hardly ever overflowdhere might be bounteous water, but it
was in the wrong place at the wrong time.

The irrigation potential of the Olifants River, via daarglcanals, was recognized as early as 1832.
Where Croumbiddrown's accont quoted above spoke to the larger Clanwilliam District, the report
of the first survey of 1860 by Patrick Fletclaetdressedhe Olifants River Vallegpecifically,
confirming the irrigation problemas well as providing insighnto the life and condition of the
local farmers:"The farming population along the irrigable portion of the river | estimate at about
one hundred and twenty souls. The total income of the whole valley could not have exceed
fourteen hundred pounds per annum during teenie years, about eleven pounds [per person].
Exceptwhen the river overflows, they scarcely grow sufficient bread for their own consumption

. For the last eight winters, they have watched with nervous excitement each river flood and fou
their wachings ended in disappointment . But to talk to them of artificial irrigation by dams on
the river, the idea is ridiculed. Those of them who have a vague notion that something might
done, fear the introduction of taxation.and most dreaded afl is that the land will somehow or
other get into the hands of strangers (vreemde menschen), or that such will be encouraged to s
among them. . .Education is at aery low ebb . . .All the farms along the irrigable portion of the
river are patner farms, or what they cdthaatschappy plaatsegenerally brothers or brotheirs

law. One of themselves pointed out a farm where seventeen individuals couldletaies. They

9 Ibid. Pg.252 TheHon. Mr. Hare to Select Committee of the Legislataincil on Irrigation
8 (van Vuuren, Lani: "Water History: Olifants River"; The WaterWheel Journal,-Sept2010)
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appeared very desirous of having a portion of land that each shaliscaih but doubted whether
they could demand a divisiofi:"

A scheme of weirs teimply restore flooding in 1883 came to nothithge to prohibitive costn the
meantime, the Olifants River farmers became increasingly innvevdiemselvesn rudimentary
watermanagemenmethodgstearapumps, windmills and 'bakkiespomfeand vociferous in their
requests for aidThese request eventually coincidedth the colonial governmetstincreasing
benevolenceas a placatory strategy after the Boer War uniéistlly in 1907 the government
commissioned a feasibility study for a canal system to supply both banks of the Qtifaait®ut
80 kilometers between Clanwilliam and the Hol River to be supplied by a nowehidg of the
river upstreamT heirrigation distrct was finally proclaimedn 1911 andfunding of£155,000 was
approved The final design of the we{an ingenious combination afconcrete damvith movable
metal lockgatesaboveto regulate the flow)to be buit on the farm of Bulshoekl5 kilometers
north of Clanwilliam, was awarddd the Scottish firm of Glenfield & Kennedy in cooperatigith
engineer WM. Watt. The canal system would 200 mileslong (the maincanal beingl62 miles
long, with 11 brancitanals of37 mile.® It required meticulous planningnd execution to
maintain theconstant downward gradieot the open canaijsist sufficient for the water to reach the
full distance.lt remainsa marvelous engineering feat to this day

However, the execution did not go sotloly. Flooding, and a seeming lack of lapadelayed
construction until March 1913Then WW!I disrupted supply of both lab@nd material,
immediately followed in 1918 by th&panish Influenza. The dam, and the canals on the left bank
up to farm Baklei hdf way betweenVanrynsdorpand Vlermuisklip (Lutzville), were only
completed in 1920andthe full schemewas only complete in 1924Work continued thereafter,
with a decision in 1927 to line all the canals with concrete, and the addition of a sto@uk
damat Clanwilliam (193235) that would allow expansion of agricultural activity in the &fea.

But in spite of the fact that the Dam itself was not completed, and the water did not flow, unt
1920, theprior decade sawonstant activity in planningndfield-work in various sectorsequiring
ongoing interaction with the Railwas/and with important consequences for the placement of
Klawer.

Interestingly, both the Graafwatt-Olifants Riverrailway extension and therigation scheme
were declared in the same year of 1911. Theganat approximately the same latitude,
Clanwilliam being about 21 miles due east of Graafwater, and dnopethe Olifants Valley
together.The irrigation schemeengineerdelt dependent on thrailway to bring up the massive
guantity of building supplies where needaddbadgered the Railways accordingfhe railway
line and canals would continually intersect, requiring careful coordination in places.

81 ("Water Supply of South Africa"; Edited by John Croumbie Brown (Government Botanist at Cape of Good
Hope); Chapter: "Water Supply in Dsion of Clanwilliam"; Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1877)

82 (van Vuuren, Lani: "Water History: Olifants River"; The WaterWheel Journal -Sep2010)

8 ("Early Explorers Footsteps"; Siyabona Afritdtp://www.southafrica.org.za/towsaearly-explorers
footsteps.html)

8 (van Vuuren, Lani: "Water History: Olifants River"; The WaterWheel Journal -Sep2010)
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But the Railwayg always had precedencEhe Irrigation Department tried to move the line, pointing
out that while a train could go uphill, water coulat, but to no avail: From Irrigation Department,
Pretoria to South African Railways, Johannesburg 13 December 1911

"The Olifants River Canalsi about to be constructed aicdappears likely that the railway line
approaching the bridge contemplated by your administration over the Olifants River at Klavers VI
.. .may run parallel to the canal line at or near chainages 4 and 25 Adilt#se Bidge is not g
commenced there would appear to be little difficulty in so constructing the railway line as to kee
clear of the canal as much as possible, since a slight alteration of grade need not vitally affect
railway. It is of course out of thewsstion to alter the alignment of the canal to any extent as it is
impossible to make water run except on a falling contSur

But the Railwag was having none of it. They simpiglegrammedback:"[We] find your irrigation
canal crosses anecrosses ourailway at a kloof just near side Olifants River under very high
bank. Cost prohibitive suggest you syphon canal across kloof below bank®. The Irrigation
Department conceded, and an inverted siphon replaced the planned affueduct.

Therailway line and canahad to cross each other again where ultimately Klaver Station would
develop "on the North or right bank of the river at Klaver Vlei, where the [water] level would
approximately coincide with Railway formation lev&f Coordination was necessaag early as
mid-1912, as bothlhe Railways and IrrigatiorDepartmentwere beginning construction at their
northernendsas well as at their southern origffisThus, even though the dagonstruction at
Bulshoek was held up for a decade, by the time kteter Station opened in 1915, the parallel
irrigation canal was already in plaThe significance of this, as we shall see, is that when it came
time to define the boundaries for a potential town arddiager Stationin 1920, therailway line
andcanalwere obvious and usefulesernandeastern boundary choices.

The Railwayg and Irrigation Departments also had to coordinate in the middle of their lines. Giver
the badandweatherdependent roads in the area, Irrigation wanted Railways to come asslose
possible to their line at strategic spots in order to deliver the mass of concrete they r&qu@d
December1912 a message went outrtim Irrigation Dept. to Railways: Hebud): Siding near
Driefontein: GraafwateKlavervlei Line' reading "A large irrigation scheme is in process of
construction on the Oliphants River near Clanwilliam and it will be necessary to carry a larg
amount of material on the line now under construction from Graafwater to Klavervléihe bulk

of the material will be rguired at the place marked Bulshoek Camp, and the nearest route fq
transport will be from Driefontein Drift . .| shall be obliged if you can arrange for a sidiffg

By early 1913, the railway was already closelby-ebruaryEngineerin-Charge Gillespie,(while
expressindhis opinion that it might actually "be cheaper to convey such material direct by wago

8 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Sourc8AS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/46; Part 1; Descrip: Graafwadéfants River Line.
Olifants River Irrigation Furrow under railway line. 190919)[PR17Img115]

8 pid. [PR17Img117]

8 Ibid. [PR17Img122]

8 pid. [PR17Img121]

8 Ibid. [PR17Img122124]

%It already appears on an unrelated survey fobtliei pringveatersupply for the station from farm
Windhoek executed in late 19lahdattached to the Deaaf Servitude registered 16ept1915.

%1 (NASA; Dep:SAB Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/46; Part 1; Descrip: Graafw@liéants River Line.
Olifants River Irrigation Furrow under railway line. 190919)[PR17Img133]

®.

-3

the

N

-



32

from Graafwater Station via Clanwilliam to theservoirsite. . . [as] the wagon road has been
greatly improved recentl{’?), recommended aiding in the formof a spur at Driefontein Drift,
which could also be used practically for general traffic. Thas thesiding, first calledKrantz
Spur'because it was situated on the gabm 'Krantz' (of Melkboom), and latealled 'Kleipan
Siding', that opened on 3 November 1913, with a "bookoffice, parcels room, foreman's hut,
telephone'®®

Heavy rains held uponstruction but two months later the line finally reached shethbank of the

Olifants River.The erection of the bridgeould now becompleted, with optimistic confidence that
the full line would be open within the year. This was not to be.

THE NAMING OF 'KLAVER STATION'

All this time, theterminatto-be at the intended end of the line across the unbridged river still had
no name.

In all Railways communication from the earliest planning in early 1910 to late 1913jltiheate
endpoint on the north bank was referred to simply a@Terminal Station @r slightly more
specifically, as in date memo of7 May 1913, "Terminal Station at 31 mil&% It was entirely up
to the Railwag Depatment to determine its locatierlimited only bythe authorization"to North
Bank of Olifants River and not exceeding sikambeyond - and its name.

Althoughsome part othe terrain running from the Gifberg to the Olifants Rimearthe point of
most commoniver crossing haépparently accruethe unofficiallocal moniker of 'Klaver Vlei' or
'Klaversvlei', it was not registered on maps ,andall the reamsf internal documents over the
years, was specifically not used by the RailsBgpartment to communicate the area of the future
terminus. This is corroborated by the initial workisgrvey of 190,°° which notates the name of
all the farms in the area angven significant habitations such as the hotethatDoring River
bridgebut shows no not &Ralwayssimpyfhadano usefdr a lecal migkhaene id .
order to identify the placement of thégrmirus

In contrast, the Irrigation Departmembituallyused this rouglilesignationas in: 23 Dec 1912:
From Irrigation Dept: It will be necessary to carry a large amount of material on the line now undg
construction from Graafwater to Klaverviéf The difference was thato the Railway, this area

was an endpoint whose precise location they could satetitameas efficiency dictatedwhereas

to the Irrigation Department, the area was a continthrough which the canal woukimply pass,
without ultimate namebut temporarily requiring some generaionikerdur i ng t he

2 |pid. [PR17Img134]

9 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS/0l:1129; Ref: RG165/13; Part 1; Descript: Eendel@iifants River
Line. 19091916)[PR17Img10]

% (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/9; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@liamts River Line.
Water Supply. 191:2916)[PR17 Img102]

% (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/46; Part 1; Descrip: GraafM@ifants River Line.
Olifants River Irrigation Furrow under railway line. 190919)[PR17Img129]

% Ibid. [PR17ImdL33]
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constructionplanning.As a consequence, 'Klavervlei' does crop up on four occasions in Railway
memos also, but only in communication with the Irrigation Department.

However,even Railways would eventually find a use for the nickname 'Klavervlei'.

It wasn't until 10 June 1913 thath e Gener al Manh & \gire requestingotential c e
names for théermini andsidings:

"Engineerin-Chief to Engineein-Charge Heading: Naming of Stations and Sidings: | shall be
glad if you will arrange to submit to me early your recommendations for naming of stations
sidings, etc., on your line, giving where possible derivation of proposed fame."

The eggperience&ngineeifin-ChargeJohn Gillespiegave it some thought and replied on 18 June
1913

"I recommend that the following names of stations and sidings on this line should be adopted:
-HEERENLOGEMENT SIDING:at 184 miles from Cape Town [amended in later document of
30" June tathe more relevant distance from Graafwater as 7 miles 38 chains]. This is the origina
name on which the siding stands; it is also the name of the nearest and highest mountain; and
place is known locally by the name.

-SCHUURFT KOP SIDINGat 192 miles [15 miles 29 chains from Graafwater], is the local name
of the place, and is situate close to the hill of that same name which is derived from its appeara
being stony, with scrubike bushes.

-WINDHOEK STATION TERMINUS: at 207 miles [30 miles45 chains from Graafwater].
Windhoek is the name of the farm on which the station is pladeplace is also known as Klaver
Viei."

Thus we have a clear indication that the name 'Klaver' was not preordaimedather an
afterthought.In fact, 'Windloek' was indeed used in some communication as a reference point
even though the recommendation of 'Windhoek Station' itself was obviously based on a facty
error: while station site option No.2 had been othe farm Windhoek, the ultimately selected site
No. 1 was orthe farm Birdfield. However both farms were owned by the Nieuwoudt brothers with
whom Railways was negotiating, hence the understandable misconception by Gillespie.

Four months later, o24 Ocbber 1913 the final decisionwas made to ratheselectthe name
6 K| &Staton' overWindhoek' fortheterminalstation.A rather tersenemowas sent ouby W.
W. Hoy from the General Manager's Officeof South African Railways and Harbours
Johannesburdgo Engineerin-Chief, Johannesburg:

"Heading:GraafwaterOlifants River Railway: Naming of Stations & Sidings:

| have to state that the following names have been adopted for themadoned sidings and
stations on the above lire:

-Ratelfontein Siding 7 miles

-SchurftKop Siding 15 miles

-Klaver Sation 31 miles'

9 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref:EC48/32; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@lifants River Line.
Stations and Sidings. 191B16)[PR17Img72]

% |bid. [PR17Img73]

9 Ibid. [PR17Img75]
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The revisions versus the recommendation are understantdddéeenlogement Siding' may have
been rejected because it wasterminedto actually be on the farm 'Ratelfontein (Remaindér)
There might have been even further confusion, given'8wurftkop Sidingactuallywas onthe
great farm Heerenlogement (stdym 'Schurfkop)Andt he Gener al Meobablyg e r
finally realized thatWindhoek Station' was actually d¢ine greatfarm 'Birdfield'. There may have
been a concern about simply changing the name to 'Birdfield Sidtimnever,given thedecision

to inclulodoe anothesiding nearby, also omthe farm 'Birdfield; that was to benamed'Birdfield
Siding.

THE OPENING OKKLAVER STATION

The Naming ofBirdfield Terminus
On 1 January 1914, the railway line was finally opened all the way sotiiebank of the Olifants
River.

Based on the compromise of 19t@nsequent upon the petitioning fostation on theouth bank
anewsiding was built at the end of the line at this point. In his lette8 bfar 1912 Engineerin-
ChargeGillespie had writtento the General Manager, Johannesbtingt it would ke "possible to
locate a siding on theouth side of the River the cos$ of this work including approaetoads,
metalling, fencing, gates and a small loading bank [beidagd0Q [requiring] special sanction for
this additional expendituré® This decision turned out to be quite fortuitous, given that the railway
was hereaftedelayed at this spot for anothero years

The new siding had no namig.was simply the'Temporary Terminus €29 miles & 52 chain$

The official printed announcement of 24 December 1913 rgadhdfwaterOlifants River Line:

Opening of sectiomemporary Terminusi.. Krantz] to Temporaryerminus, south bank Olifants
River. The section of line from Temporary Terminus to Temporary Terminus, south bank Olifant
River will be opened for conveyance of all classes of traffic on Thursdajariuary 1914.. . .
Temporaryaccommodatiorior staff will be removed from Temporafyerminus at 23 milesi.p.
Krantz] to Temporary Terminus, south bankhe facilities were minimal, including arbssing
loop & deadend of 300 feétandalso "lockup shed 14& feet; loading platform and telephoH&

Two weeks later, on 17 January, it was announced that hencéforth name 6 Bi r df i
approved for the siding at Temporary Terminus South Bank Olifants .Rfi&rhis decision on a
namemust have already been in process, and factored into the chdiKadr Station' for the
north bank terminus

190 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/41; Part 1; Descript: Graah@iifants River
Line. Opening of Line. 1923915)[PR17Img77 for farm distances & placement]

101 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS/0l:928; Ref:EC48/32; Part 1; Descript: Graafwafifants River Line.
Stations and Sidings. 191P16)[PR17Img53]

192(NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/41; Part 1; Descript: Graah@iifants River
Line. Opening of Line. 191-3915)[PR17Img87]

193(NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:1129; Ref: RG165/13; Part 1; Descript: Eend@kfshts River
Line. 19091916)[PR17Img12]
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When Klaver Station did eventually open two years later, Birdfield Terminus was first downgrade
to asiding, then closed altogether, but filyareopened in 192as a scheduled stop.

A Bridge Delayed

Work on the bridgewvent well. The original design of a reinforced concrete structure had been
altered to a screw pile design, and all the steel elenmawtdeen transported from Graafwater to
the River on the newly laid rail lin®&y end of Julyl914the piers and much of the superstructure
were in place and the now Acting Engineefin-Charge, Mr.W. Patrick, was able to write
confidentlyto the Engineerin-Chief. "All the material is ready for platelaying and ballasting .

The Contractors anticipate being able to let an engine cross the brid§eDatolier. . . bringing

the date of opening to the16lovember''*

However, there were ominous sigi$oodingin June had already delayed the workilwg weeks.

This was ironic, given that previous delays had been due to drfishtact 1914 turned out to be
a record year for rain in the Western Cape. the evening of the 28th of July, unrelentingnrai
began which continued until noon of the 29th. It picked up again that evening, continuing all day on
the 30th. The swollen river cas@btiown, rising to 74 feef?®

Then on 31st July the Engineén-chief in Johannesburg received a telegram in tSfe type
from Construction: "OLIFANTS RIVER IN FLOOD. BRIDGE COLLAPSED AT 12.5AM.
GIRDERS A AND B ON BANK. GIRDERS C, D, E, F, G, H AND G IN RIVER. ALL PILE
PIERS BROKEN."’

The reports of the Engine@r-charge on 3rd August, and the EngineeChief, wio made his own
inspection visit on the" laid out the details: "No.8 pier broke at 9.30 a.m. on the 30th. This was
caused by 12"x12" baulks becoming entangled in the pier. The bridge collapsed at 12.5 a.m. on|the
31st." Besides the flood itself, "thewsse of the failure is chiefly due to the following reasdrse
temporary staging and ropeway [for workers to move between pibish unfortunatelyhelped to
collect the debris in the rivethe fact that the piers, being in course of construction, watréully
braced at the time of the accideand that during the flood. .the upper portion of the sand bottom
became 'alive' and of a quicksand natdf&There was naturally a great deal of fingeinting and
blame: "The contractors proposed liftitige temporary footpath at the first sign of another flood but
this was not done and there is no doubt this had a contributory effect on the collapse of the bridge.
The temporary footpath was fixed on the up stream side of the piers and probably tlisrmtige
destruction.*®®

Nevertheless, it was decided that it was theuoitstances and not the design of the bridge teag¢ w
at fault and to rebuild to the same design "with certain alteratiadhs"new piers would be placed
midway between the old piers, allowing totally new footings and for salvage of the original piers t

O

104(NASA; Dep:SAB;Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/41; Part 1; Descript: Graafw@tiéants River
Line. Opening of Line. 1922915)[PR17Img 89 and clarification of 22 July 1914 Img90]

195 (Ross, Graham L. D.: "Namagqualand: A transportatiated chronology"; Somerset West: privately
distributed, 1996)

198 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:927A; Ref:EC48/4; Pait;Descript: Graafwate®lifants River
Line. Bridges and Culverts. 1911818)[Pr18Img203]

197 |bid. [Pr18Img198]

198 |hid. [Pr18Img209] Engineein-Chief report to General Manager, 18 August 1914

199 |bid. [Pr18Img204]
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proceed simultaneously; this required a new-BpHn of 30 feet on the south end; the new piers
would be sunk an additionaén feet and sheathed in steel tooal any futurefiscouring and
quicksand effect; and on@nda-half spans was eliminatesh the north endand replaced by a
rock and coarete pile bankin orderto use tkeir material to replace the migpan girders that had
been damaged. Fortately, besiles these feyalmost all the piles and girders could be salvaged, so
that the work of rebuilding the bridge could begin imratsdy.

On the 2nd of September the river flooded again, reachingf@ét5One of the piers "collapses
owing to one of thébearing piles being broken during the July flood [but] there was no other
damage," thus corroborating the design deciSidn.

Fortunately, there was no flooding recordedlBi5 so the salvaging and reconstruction of the
bridge could proceed expeditiously.

In the meantime, a number of ancillabut important decision had to be made, such as how to
supply water to théerminalstation, and the compensation to be paid to the famers whose land ha
been expropriated all along the line.

SourcingWaterfor Klaver Station

Klaver Station had been placed where it was, close to the river, partly because of the need
watering animals in transit, and drawing fresh water for statimn But the engineers were clearly
already questioning the wisdom of the lattes far back as 1912 amadbegun exploring other
options.

In Novemberl1912, Louis EgbertusNieuwoudt was in negotiation, offering to supply freshter
from five springs'* above the farmhousen the farm Namereespart of his larger farm of
Windhoek for £600The railways would pipe the waténe 2 ¥ miles to the station, with usage
rights, except fom minimum of 500gallons a dayo be available to the farmer himsé&ft Clearly,
farm Windhoekwas blessed with alternative wasaurces, anthe Railways was proving a great
opportunity for monetizing excess resourddfth the Railways still balking, Nieuwoudt halved his
demands by May of 1913 to jug800, or the alternative of total usage outright by the Radviary
£4001*3 At the same timea new engineés report of 21 May 1913 concluded that the water drawn
from the Olifants Riverbecameaoo contaminatedndbrackishduring seasonafloods, particularly
due tothe influx of theDoring River**and would requirsettlingtanks at extra expensehe cost
benefit clearly changed, and a bargain was str@ckl June 1913a formal offer for £400signed
by the threeNieuwoudt brother$iG., J.J., and LE. Nieuwoudto wasforwarded to headffice for
final acceptane!™

10 1hid. [Pr18img236] Acting Bgineerin-Charge W. Patrick to Enginear-Chief.

"The original correspondence refers to only one
three springséyielding 6700 gallons per 24 hour
They probably referred to the same watersewvith various degrees of specificity.

12 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/9; Part 1; Descript: Graaf@itmts River Line.
Water Supply. 191:41916)[PR17Img98]

13 |bid. [PR17Img103]

14 bid. [PR17img101 105]

15 |bid. [PR17Img1078]
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Formal payment and transfer tfe watey and land right tdhe path of the watepipe only took
place eighteen months later with a 'Deed of Servitude' signed on 21 Janualy’ T9isallowed

time for detailed surveys, and presumably an understanding that transfer would only take pla
when the approach to the new station was almost complbieh wasfurther impacted bythe
year's delayn completing the bridge.

Expropriation ofL and for tke Railroad
In contrast to the usual prejudice against expropriation, the farmers along tioeteilvere highly
gratified The railway seldom encroached on valuable flged; the farmers certainly had excess

unproductiveand otherwise unmonetizable land to spare; the railway brought transport for their

own produceand connection (randtelegraph) to the broader world to diminish their isolation.
These benefits were multiplied for the farmers like the Nieuwoudts who heglew)s and
terminals.

But, the Progress Report of 19 March 1913 revealset@bpriationsurveyshad yet to betarted

and recommerell they begin "as soon as possible, so that all matters in connegitbnthe
acquisition of the land may be settleglithetime the line is completett'” In fact, the survey of the
final section crossing the farm Birdfieldas only completed on 22 December 1914, and the final
contract between the Government of the Union of South Africa anthteeNieuwoudt brothers

for expropriation of the thirtynorgen strip of land for the railway in return for £1 p@rgen, was
only registered on 15 January 1948ong after the station had open@learly, the railway had to

be laid down first with flexibility to balance strgihtness othe track against thidiosyncrasieof

the terrairi before surveyors could, pdsbc, fix its legal position.

When the'List of Farms passed through by Railwayasdrawn up byEngineefin-Charge John
Gillespie, it reveaéd thepredominance obwnership by various members of tReeuwoudtfamily
for thelast sectiort

-Heerenlogement ("Schurfkop"): @. P.Nieuwoudt

-Melkboom ("Schurf Kop"): GA. P. Nieuwoud{sic)

-Melkboom ("Wolvelasgte™): AT. Nieuwoudt

-Melkboom ("Driefmtein"): J.A. & G. R. Nieuwoudt

-Melkboom "Krantz": M.Coetzee

The last to be added to the list by th&eting Engineefin-Charge W. Patrick, as the track reached
its destination were:

-Birdfield Lot A: M. Koetzee and AP. van Zijl

-Birdfield Remainder: G., dl., and LE. Nieuwoudt[the thred)rothersl\lieuwoudl.120

OpeningKlaver Station
After four and a halfyears from authorizatiorand nearlytwo years from even reaching the south
bank on 5 November 1915he Engineerin-Chief finally signed the officiakertification"that the

11 35ee |ater Deed of Servitude of 21 January I@ddistered 16 Sept. 191&ftached to Deed 7392 of 1898
7 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref:EC48/32; Part 1; Descript: Graah@lifants River Line.
Stations and Sidings. 191B16)[PR17Img70]

118 See Deed B468 of 1916

19 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/41; Part 1; Descript: Graah@iifants River

Line. Opening of Line19131915)[PR17Img77]

120|hid. [PR17Img92]
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line from Birdfield (29 %2 miles) to Klaver (3hiles) on the Graafwatélifants River Line, is in a
fit condition for trains to run . . and may be formally opened for all classes of traffic off 15
November 1915 ***

On 8 November1915it was decreed thdBirdfield [would] be closed as a station and will become
a siding with no one on dut}*

On 12 Noemberl1915, the official printed announcement was released:
"GraafwaterOlifants River Line- Opening of Final Section to Klaverlhe final section of line
from Birdfield to Klaver will be opened for the conveyance of all classes of traffic on Monday, 15
November, 1915.
-Train service:
Mondays, Wednesdays @Rridays, departing Cape Town 8.25am, arriving Klaver 12.32am
Returning Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturday, departing 2am, arriving Cape Town 5.35pm
-Facilities at Klaver:
Third class station buildings; good shed; goods loop of 678 feet clear|aopit000 feet
clear; deacend 300 feet clear; lamp room:; triangle; cattle kr&al."

15 November 1915 was indeed a #letter day as the firsofficial train steamed in, and a
celebration was held at the Klaver Station Hotel of Philip Press.

Illustration
VI

Celebration at
v : Klaver Station
: A Hotel

N v~

I.A’Vr—""v

(Private Collection;
circa 19120)

121 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:928; Ref: EC48/41; Part 2; Descript: Graah@iifants River
Line. Opening of Line. 1923921)[PR17Img94]

122(NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol:1129; Ref: RG165/13; Part 1; Descript: Eend@kfahts River
Line. 19091916]PR17 Img1517]

123 |bid. [PR17Img1796]
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THE NAMING OF A COMMUNITY: 'KLAVER®

It is clear from the previously cited records that no place or settlegadlgd 'Klaver'or anything
else,existed before the opening of theneraltrading sitein expectation of theailroad And there

was still no such place even after the namintK&ver Station' and the arrival of the fitsain in
1915.

As confirmation, it is noted

- An examination othe surveys ofhe farm Birdfield over the yearfl821-1940s) revealsthat all
the changes are inscribed on an origind! &8ntury document’ dating back to 182ith the
original Dut ch A GomedrengiZGonoedr sS uWwlymMearn dPast ur eo
ASchraale WylandfiA or APoor Pasturedo on the |op
rather, under)lthe future Klaer Station, with no indication of any intervening sdlvision or
characterization(lllustrationX)

58570 Aforgen

S§'c M R AL LE

1. 19th Century 2. 1910 - 1920 3. 1920 - 1940's

lllustration 1X: Original 1821 Survey of Birdfield (SEorner detail only) with official 'oveiwrites'
by surveyoffice over time, illustrating the development of theailwayand Klaver

-The Railway Expropriation Survey of 191dives no separate name to the eastern boundaty of
terminus; it simply shows th&emaindet of an undifferentiatedfarm Birdfield' on all sides®®
The absence of a locality even informally called 'Klaver' is confirimedhe Railway'snternal
preliminary survey of 1910/11 (see lllustration VII) and all subsequent internal Railvgay
correspondence (as discussed ahove)

124 5ee Survey 291 of 1821
125 See Survey 2546 of 1914
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- Whena prospective Birdfield School Site was surveyed south of the statlame 1919it stands
surrounded on all sides simply blye continuity offremainder Birdfield '& It was only one year
later, after an entity called 'Klaver' indeed came into being, that its northern boundary would
defined as 'KlaverSimilarly, as late as November 1920 in the survetheffarmBruin Krantz,**’

the station and school (which woulboth ultimately border theentity Klaver that was being
simultaneoushgsurveyed) are disjointgaropertiessurrounded byhe veld ofBirdfield.

In short, even after the station naming, and even tifeestatioropening in 1915, there was still no
town or agreedipon name for even a potenttalvn. It might well have occurred to the farmers
Nieuwoudt, the trader Press, and tlalway engineers in the early stages, that some settlement
must eventually grow up arod the station, with a potential increase in land values. But at that
stage there was neither need nor vehicle for formalizing such a development.

This key eventonly came to fruition in 1920 when for the first time a specifically named and
boundaried plot of landof 11.5 morgen dpproxmately 800 yards by200 yards,or just over24
acres in sizeto be calledKlaverd® was declared by itthreeowners, Josias & Louis Nieuwoudt
and Philip Press, and formalized by an official lsodvey of Novembet920.The circumstances
will be described lateiSuffice it to say here thathile 1915 ha®ftenbeen cited as the birtlear of
Klawer, this wageally justthe birth of the trairstation, anda far better case can be made for 1920.

Apart from thisdefinition of boundaries, the adoption of the name 'Klaver' for the area adjacent t
the station was itself a slow and organic one. The RadWspartment was certainly inclined to
use this shorthand early on, given that they had originated the name 'Klaver Station', and wishec
avoid confusion with their other satfimed siding of 'Birdfield' on theouth bank. But the locals,
including the athinistration in Vanrhynsdorp, who knew the area beitetlonger, continued to

call it 'Birdfield' for another decade.

Notably, it wasn't until 1925 that the School Board in Vanrhynsdadihe Education Department

in Cape Townwere willing to definitvely acknowledge the name of the community as 'Klaver'.
Accordingly, the correspondence between the Ra#vealgl Education Departments over the years
can seem a battle of nomenclature: where a correspontterae would normally maintain a
consistent sulct heading to communicate the continuity of the conversatiathis instance the
Railways would change the heading to 'Klaver Station', and the Education Board would change
back to 'Birdfield'. The Education Department correspondence is thus véwy imsproviding a
timeline for the evolutiomf a consensual acceptance of the ndfgver for the new community.

In 1915, as they proposed opening a new school for the aredpdhle SchoolBoard in
Varrhynsdorpstill called even thestation, @Birdfield Statio and the schoafBirdfield Station
Schoof'* ignoring Railway® choice for even their own station. In the course ofl916, the

126 SeeSurvey 22541919
1275ee Survey 60 of 1921
128 Only in one late deed (See Deed 6887 of 1930) is this narrow strip 'Kiefeered toas 6 f ar mo .

exception is almost certainly a careless error as in every other documentitissimplyaa ¢ @ dr 6 on § .

'Farm' might also have been usgedhis instance because it was a relatively desolatelisigion of the
larger farm of Birdfield.

129(NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.212; Ref:SBB11/19A; Descript: Van Rhynsdorp Division. Klawer Primary
School. 19151928)[CT16Img2264]
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Education Board seesd to have conceded tlstation name, anavas only referring to the school
itself and thetiny immediatecommunity around aSirdfield' (7 Mar 1916: Heading: "School
Building at Birdfield'). By 1917, while still usingBirdfield', therewasa clear acknowledgement
that the name 'Klavervas gaining ground, and to avoid confusion, tnegkwardterm "Birdfield
(alias Klaver)"was sometimes included. That year saw a showdown between the Railways an
Education Board as tHatter wasin the process of acquiring land for the new schita@ctly in the

path of any future linextension to Varynsdap; and the Railwayeventually persuaded them to
seek another siteThe Department of Publi€ducation, aswell as the Building Department
continually usd the heading and name "Birdfield Public Sch&8)"and the RailwayDepartment

usal "Undenominational School at Klaver" or "New school site at Klaver Stati®u'by the end

of 1917, both departments chaonceded a rather confusing compromise nomenclature of "Public
School at Birdfield, Klaver"Even still, when the survey of the finaite in 1919 erroneously
described it as "School Site Klaver", it was considered important enowsghatich out andmend

to "School Site Birdfield*** However after 1921, wittthe final division of the Birdfield farm
between Presand variousNieuwoudts,and the clear establishment for the first time of a portion
c a | IKkawro ifscribedon a survey map, there seems to be an increasing acceptance by tl
Education BoardFrom 1921 to 1925, the names "Birdfield School (Klaverf'and the reverse
"Klaver School (Birdfield)*** were used interchangeably, with even the simple shorthand of
"Klaver School®** now and again. Only after 1925, did "Klaver Primary School" or "Klaver Public
School"become definitive.

Further evidence fothe common nomenclature dBirdfield' andthe absence of m entity called
'Klaver' until after 1920 can be found in residents' own usage and court records.

For example, when Philip Press finatharried at age 36 in 1914, he inscribed his specific address
onthe marriage certificate as nothing elsefiitdfieldd."*® Certainly rot 'Klaver', let alone 'Klaver
Hotel'. In this regard, while 'Klawer Hotel' as an entity was sutElyunded in 1910as claimedit
would not have had that name till much latarthe early years, the almost exclusive priority would
have been thgeneraltradingstore, which was probably colloquially known as "at Birdfiellhe
associated Liquokicensehad the governmental requirement of maintairffimg boardingrooms,
and fadlities probably grew into a 'hotetinly graduallyas the line crept north, and demand for
acconmodation grewEven the building itself was probably rebuilt and repositiofiéd 19D-12
preliminaryrailway survey map does nlatbela hotelthere even though it does labBresslonger
established hotel at tH2oring RiverBridge (lllustration VII). However,the current position was
clearly established by the end of 1912, beforediaion footprintandplans were determinethe
off-axis positioning(rather than closeandparallel to the stationndicatesthatthe hotel footprint
had alreadypeenindependently determined, even if the name came later.

130 |hid. [CT16Img2256]

131 Survey 2254/1919 & 62/1921 of Deed 9940/1921

132 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.212; Ref:SBB11/19A; Descript: Van Rhynsdorp Division. Klawer Primary

School. 19151928)[CT16Img22@]

133 |bid. [CT16Img2205]

134 |bid. [CT16Img2225]

135 Original Marriage license; Roland Street Synagogue, Cape Town; Marriage Register; 8 December 1914
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Similarly, in courtrecords of the timethe location of the participants is identdieonly by
proximity to therailway station, which wasthe only officialy named place nearby

- In "Philip Press versus Union Meat Cof Ociober1918, this key inhabitant is identified only as
"Philip Press, General Dealer & Forwarding Agent of Klawail in the District of Van
Rhynsdorp®®, and elsewhere as "Klaver Station, May 1918. Press, General Dealer, Butcher
Produce Merchant & Hotel Proprietd?’

- Later, in "Press ersusMotto” of January 1919fficial documents list Philip Press' address as
"Philip Presof Klaver Station District Van Rhynsdor** andstate thatPhilip Press is a general
merchant residing and carrying on business at Klaver Station, Cape Pfd¥ince

- In both cases, the body of the suit would sometimes use the shorthdld\afo for the station

(as in"The debt suedor, was contracted at Klaver in the District of Van Rhynsdorp where the
Plaintiff resides and carries on busin&¥§, indicating how thename for thelocality might
eventuallyentercommon usage.

- Indeed,by November 1922, and thigne ofthe case ofPhilip Press versus The Kingt is clear

that Klaver is considered a bone fide addréBsilip Press of Klavel*** and"Philip Press, Hotel
Keeper, Klavet''*

While the key defining everihat formalized a place called 'Klaveedalready occurred in 1920

must be noted tha{laver was neveofficially declared a town until the 168 Throughout this
earlier periodthe area was simply managedaasextension ofthe VanrtynsdorpCity Council. It

was only awarded the status of 'Plaafléstuur’ or 'Local Administration' in September 1954, and
that of 'Dorpsbestuur’ or 'Village Council' in 1957. The spelling was also then changed to th
Afrikaans 'Klawer®® The first members of the coundiicluded thelater ownersof the Klawer
Hotel and storeElias A. N. de Kock, and M.Gordon, indicating the primary place of these

institutionsin the burdpership of the town™
In summary, the emergence of a town, ahd acceptance ofKlaver' as itsname was an

evolutionary proces$ut the most significant determination, to be now discussed, was made in th
key survey of 1920.

~000~

136 (NASA:; Dep:KAB; Source:CSC; Vol:2/1/1/838; Ref:263; Part:1; Desclilquid case. Philip Press

versus The Union Meat Company Ltd. Appeal against the decision of the Magistrate of Vanrhynsderp. 191
1918)[CT14Img1026]

137 |bid. [CT14Img1035]

138 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Source:CSC; Vol:2/1/1/856; R&99; Descript: llliquid Case. Debt. Philip Press
versus Godfrey Barker and George Motto. 29999 )[CT14Img1058]

139 |bid. [CT14Img1065]

140 |hid. [CT14Img1039&1040]

141 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Source:CSC; Vol:2/1/1/981; Ref:28; $2eipt: llliquid Case. Appeal, Vanrhynsdorp.
Philip Press versus the King. 192923 )[CT14Img888]

142 |bid. [CT14Img869]

143 ("Jewish Life in the South African Country Communities; Vol.lI: Boeland to West Coast"; South African
Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth, 2004)

144(Du Plessis, H. V.: "Geskiedenis van Klawer 19880"; Booklet issued for Klawer 75th Anniversary,
1990; 200 copies)Pg.54
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THE LAND DEALS OF BIRDFIELD ANDTHE FIRST SURVEYFOR A TOWN

When the arrival of the first train at Klaver Station was celebrated in 1915 at the hotel of Phili
Press, he had very close so@aticommercial relationships with the three Nieuwoudt brothers, but
no greater rights of ownership than any supplicant teoara five year leasédowever, within a

few years he was equal ownand a prime mover of a place called 'Klaver'.

Justseventeeryears earlier, in 1898, threlevantcentralhalf of the great farm Birdfield had been
inherited in equal undivided share by the Nieuwoudt brothers, Gerrit, Josias, andTlharisn
1917, the eldest Nimvoudt brother, Gerrit, died, andn 31 January 1918, a
passed to hisnly sonGert Josias Jacobus Nieuwogititincluding an undivide@nethird share in
Kleinfontein and its Windhoek adjuncts, aadonethird share of the Niavoudt holdings of
Birdfield. Within the year Gert aged just 24heganselling off hisentirepatrimony. We may never
know the reasonswhy: his huge known debts'*® or a desire to escape farmingr perhaps
differenceswith his two uncles? In any eveniy his desireto liquidate, hdurned for assistance to
both his uncles anBhilip Press.

Regarding hionethirds har e of t he f ami | y éWindhoekjhistwd unalesn o
agreed to buy him out, assuming large mortgages to .4t} Isauis Egbertus assumed a quarter (or
1/12" share of the farm) and Josias Jacobus bought-thraeers (or 3/12share of the farm)n
September 1918,rBssagreedtop ur c has e Ger 769 snorgeh¥28acrgi'Amnex h e
Windhoek A' for £131*® Then inDecember 1919, Philip agreed to purch@se r éniiresshare in
Birdfield for £1,800"° It is presumed that Gert also sold the only outstanding small sharmek
Windhoek B, thus removing his branch entirely fromgtoy.

With his purchase ofraundividedonethird share ofcentralBirdfield, Pressnow hada significant
ownership staké his owntradingsite leaseandin the management of the huge farm in general
Even more consequential was the ability to shhpepotential development afnascenKlaver as

this newly fluid situation precipitated the firstudyand definition of a future towrll the parts of
this complexand far-reaching plan finally came to fruition on 19 October 1921 in a flurry of
interlocking landtransfersandsigned contracts™

Firstly, in a fateful repetition of the physical subdivision process of 1896, the central paet of
farm Birdfield was broken up yet agditiustration X):

a) Louis Egbertus chose the northern strip known atmedie | i e Pand.

b) Josias Jacobus received the seedbt triante on theeastern bank of the Olifantdts
northern tip would profit from the eastern spraf/Klawer much later Attached to the deed,

“°See Deed 662 of 1918

146 Gert hadsevensisters to support. By 1919 he had taken out 88¢000of mortgages (as per Deed 657 of
1919); and by 1920 this total had riserE&350(See Stamps on Deed 662 of 1918)

147 See Deed 9943 of 1921 and transfer notices on Deed 662 of 1918 referenciigBa&/8 of 1920 &
9943 of 1921

148 See Deed 9208 of 16 Septber1918.While part of Gert's inheritance, 'Annex Windhoek A' was actually
sold to Philip Press on Gert's behalf by the interim executor of his father's estate prior to distribution.

149 See Deed 7 executed 22 January 1920

150 see Deeds 9939943 inter alia of 19 October 1921

©
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is theseparateontract that gave Philip Press adldmg rights on thentireBirdfield property,
thus protecting his future control over K& trade, wherever it might devel&y This
particular contract, quoted earlier, was for fiee years 1923 to 1927, with afive-year
extersion option atE35per annum

c) Philip Pressreceived the huge central triangle knowntabh e Bauimn o6 Kr ant
entirety poth Bruin Krantz A west of the railway line, and Bruin Krantz B on the east side
between the railway line and the Olifants, but also spilling over the Ol#aKtiewer).Pr e s s
share constitutingabout 3000 acres (5 square miJesas almost double that of the other two
owners.This seemgrimarily dueto an interlockingagreement tgive uphis share imAnnex
Windhoek A.The tworemainingNieuwoudtsbrotherswere intent on reuniting the disparate
segments of their ancestral farm of Kleinfontéitindhoek under their full controAs part of

the 19®-21 negotiations, Resstherefore agreed to sell Josias Jacobusnbkis share of
Windhoek for the price 0£15Q" and for the identical symbolic pric®ressreceived an
increased share of Birdfield the form of the larger Bruin Kranfarm®*®Philip Pressfarmed
Bruin Krantz for almost a quarter centuhgereaftey long after retiring from his other business
enterprises

[llustration X:
Division of Central
BIRDFIELD in 1921

1921
Division of Central
‘BIRDFIELD’

between three owners:

Josias Jacobus & Louis
Egbertus Nieuwoudt

& Philip Press

151 See attachment to Deed 9939 of 1921
1525ee Deed 9942 of 19 October 1921 and matchinguntin Deed 9939 of 19 Ogber1921
153 See Deed 9939 of 1921
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But the most important feature tfis complex reorganization of 1921 for the history of Klawer,
was the identification, definition and declaration for the first time gblace calleKlaver." The
deeds described it a% certain piece of redeemed quitréamd, being the place called 'Klaver',
portion of the farm 'Birtleld’, granted to O.M. Bergh on the "2RNovember 1821 and lastly
transferred to the aforesaid threeamners. . . measuring 11 Morgen, 300 Square Roods.
bounded West & North by Lot R [Railway], East by middle of Oliphants River Irrigation Canal,
and South by Birdfield Scho@ite" The intentto delineate the shape of a new tokad already

matured m the previous year, resulting in the three owners, Josias & Louis Nieuwoudt and Philip
Press commissioning the key survey of this specific property, ultimately signed off on November

1920.

1920 Survey of
'KLAVER'
Portion of the farm
BIRDFIELD

Sign-off on Nov 1920
for Deed of Oct 1921

BOUNDARIES:

North: Railway Siding
West: Railway Station
East: Canal

South: School Site

"Remainder of Birdfield'
where gaps in boundaries

r2_ef Cars WWettiarm _mosw Yors ‘fﬁymd e ,5 vy Heaver
of T Farm __(Bird Frald _gronted & OM Bergh
B Doy L8EL. -

Some internal sub-divisions
added later
Bounded___# $amby_ Lot A ¥ - Surveyed
s LAl gax Hemaccidas. © I certify that this diagram belongs to
& Md.//r gf Ohphants fiee /rr/yc?fﬂﬂ Corvggidon g [/
B iy s B . R et the MansfovS  deed issued this day

in favour of ﬁj‘j/‘f/ 5 /TWM %

i

/? at [ i /gy/f g JE,,.u 4

", ;'ﬁ”“'j i # Sheet DH- 8

: 5 ‘I,.& HRMIATRAR OF GEETE TR
o — - b ‘ )

lllustration XI: 1920 Survey oKLAVER, boundaried and named for the first time.

It was agreedhat this portion only would continue to be undividetishared, one third each by
JosiasandLouis Nieuwoudt and Philip Press, in the old traditiffustration Xl). Clearly, it was
evident that a new town walildevelop, with plots being sold off to others; but the direction and
value could not yet be determined and so a fair division could not yet be IPmadg.was already in
control of the middle portion, specifically identified in the survey now as TreiegKlaver', via

his tradingcontract with the two other owners, so it should have been fairly clear how any divisiol
would roughly play out.

-
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For the first time, the boundaries of an entigmedKlaver' were laid downThe railway property
ended aroundKlaver Stationin a hugelopsided TFunction, thus providing both thevesternand
northern boundaries. Theew Olifants Riverlrrigation Schemecanal neatly proviegd the eastern
boundary.As previously mentioned, even though the Olifants River Irriga8oneme only began
pumping water in 1920, the canal at Klaver was completed by 1915 (as evidenced by its appearance

in fiveeprd ngsd Deed of Ser vi t)urdeeconfenieneeeoy thesef Januze
boundaries confirms that any place called 'Klawas consequent upon these two schemmethe
course of this study, this newly declargmbrtionK | a vmaybé refere d t o as ori gi nal
K1 a viedefined like medieval towns by clear geographic & mmade boundarie$ to
differentiate it fromthelater sprawl, and wider boundaries when officially declared an independent
town Klawer in the 19506s.

By the time of tle 1920 survey, the strip had already acquired some specific internal .d€tesls
middle thirdspecificallyl eased to Philip Press was identi|fied
large building which would be theadingstore andhotel at the confluence dhreeroadsleading
east to the main Clanwilliasivanrhynsdorp road, ambrth andsouth tothe station andriver. This
tradingsite then divided Klaver into an uppthird with the differentiating(perhaps later applied)
name of owitlo 4 smgle dndall building (perhager the stationmastgr and alower
uninhabitecthird.*** All around wasundifferentiated veld.

ESTABLISHING A SCHOOL IN KLAVER

The 1921 agreements that created Klaver included one other important featdesd,the first
new physicalfeature ofthenas cent t o wn, -hotelfsdloenrbutcReryansl thé railiay o r e
stationi namely,a centralizedschool for the children of the surrounding farms.part of his share

in the 1921 agreementn iaddition tothe farm Bruin Krantz, Philip Press also claimed a large
square of property directhadjoining the jointy-held Klaver, in order to establiskhis school
(identified in lllustration XI).Press broughta b usi nessmands mindset to ti
viable town.Having providedall the early functions and services himse#nd therpushed for the
delineation of arentity called 'Klaver' in thd.920 negotiations he now had a vested interest in
helping establish the institutions to support leagm settlement which included an education for
his children: hisldest son wasix years old, withtwo other children clse behind,

In March 1915, the Van Rhynsdorp School Board had already tried to @mirtable school
buildingd erected at the negtation but the Buildings Department had a shortage. In early March
1916, the School Board wrote to the Cape Town Educéiftice: "It has been recommended that a
school should be erected at Birdfield as there are about 20 children living within a small radius and
outside the three mile radius from the nearest school, so that they cannot be compelled to go to
school. It will cost Three Hundred and Fifty Pounds to erect a school at Birdfibkl.nearest
school is not much over three miles from Birdfieltf This probably referred to an eerlfarm

1% Furthersubdivision intoLot A, B, and Vergelegen may have been part of the original jrdetitey came

later, beingoverwritten on the originaturvey, as was normal for the times, and evidenced by later dates also
overwritten on the survey. A number of copies of the origir820 Survey exist, but each with tellingly
different overwrites from later dates. A pristine copy of the origimaynot exist.

155 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.212; Ref:SBB11/19A; Descript: Van Rhynsdorp Division. Klawer Primary

School. 19151928)[CT16Img2%2]
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school informally established on the adjacent farm of Kleinford¢imdhoek. A year later, in
March 1917 the Government initiated the establishment of schools in a numieeneoging
communitiesin the Van Rhyndsdorp District, namely Nieuwefontein, Elandsfonteirkét®ap,
and"Birdfield alias Klavet.

In the case of Kiee r or 6 Bi rSchbol Bohrd étilicaled] it & key step was the
identification of a site and purchase ofatHand from thethreeNieuwoudt brothers. fie schoot
authoritiesfirst intended tqourchasea strip of property at the northern end okthailway terminus
creating a nortteast bend™® But the Railway thenweighed inand pointed out that this would be
directly in the way of any future extension of the litee Varrhynsdorp, if that longireamed
scheme evematerialized™’ So the process had to begin ag@errit Nieuwoudt apparently vetoed
the School Boards subsequensite-choice northwest of the statiorf®® and the site last under
consideration was just south of the statBotGer r i t 6 s duwedadamplications withdhiks 7
estateput a halt to negotiations

The projecitonsequentlyanguishedor a couple of yearantil 1919 when thsite just south of the
station was finally surveyed, andeBsoffered toclaim this parcel as part of the ongoing farm
division negotiations, and to donate it to the School Bobrahsfer was made ta€ssin October
1921, and he immediately made a donation to the Government for the establishment of t
schoof**"12 December 921:Philip Press . . has donated. .to the Educational Trustees for the
Birdfield Undenominational Public School . certain pieces of redeemed quitrent land being "The
School Site Birdfield" portion of the farm Birdfield . measuring Morgen"*®°

The schooltself was officially transferred from its prior situation trefarm Windhoek on 1 May
1922

Philip Press' generoe®mmitmentto the School was almogpendedy Josias Jacobus Nieuwoudt
who had hoped to proftiimselfby a sale of land to the school. When the school was transferred
from the farm Windhoek, there were not yet funds approved for a permanent buildingessi P
donated siteThe SchoolBoard thereforeprevailed upon Jéas Jacobus Nieuwoudt to erext
temporarymakeshift building for what theyhad thought was hiswn donation "in the furtherance

of Educatiori'*®* and on what thepadthought was his owadjacentBirdfield land. It turned out

that not only did he charge them rent, but when it finally came time to build the permanent scho
it was realizedhat Nieuwoudt had erected his building across the boundaryalihgally on P e s s 6
donated plot and precisely where the reskool building was plannedto be. In deferse, it was
claimed that "Mr. Nieuwoudt hatthought he had erected it on his own property and that when the
Education Dept. erected a building, he would have his builfliegert] for his own usel®

1%8Surveyed February 191NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.212; Ref:SBB11/19A; Descript: Van Rhynsdorp
Division. Klawer Primary School. 1918928)[CT16Img2258]
157 This site continued to appear on thg Birdfield survey as "School Site Klaver", but was in fact defunct.

Louis E. Nieuwoudt sold a small portion of the same site (Erf 106) to the Railways in 1928 (Surveyed 1926).

158 See Sketchllfid.) [CT161mg2254]

see Deed 1102 of 1t9@e@s tfooroEtdue a$d¢lhoall Dirsitsr i ct
180 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.212; Ref:SBB11/19A; Descript: Van Rhynsdorp Division. Klawer Primary
School. 19181928)[CT16Img2229]
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Josias Jadws Nieuwoudtthen threatened to sue for compensatjuiting the applicationand
fund-raising effortsfor funds for the newschoolin jeopardy.

The Department of Education was furiodgcording to the School BoaSlecretary, LRood "Mr.
Nieuwoudt isan ignorant maf* and thought that if he erected the building on the school site that
the Board will eventually take it over for a reasonable stimihich isprecisely whahappened.
Presstried to resolve the issymeacefully. As reportedMr. Press iswilling to give us an additional
area if the portion on which the present building stands is transferred to Mr. J.J.Nietifbudt
However,the Education Department ultimately determitiemt after the donatigmeither Press nor
Nieuwoudthadany furtherright to any of the landit hadclearly belonged to Philip to donate as he
pleased but eventually paidosias Jacobusr the cost of the building'Mr. Nieuwoudt values the
building at£120, but. . . has now agreed to accef80 as compensation. Tholilding will be
utilized as a store room and a Principal's bedrddme. Principal at present lives in a small iron and
wood shanty and as Klaver is practically the hottest place in the Union in summer, it is consider
that it is essentighathe shoulchave better accomodation.®’

The school(by this timec a | | eKlavet Rrimaryd&Schod),)utilizing Ni e u w oold ¢huilding
and two other rented onespon be@ame overcrowdedIn 1925 the board was still raisirlge loan

of £1,500for the permanenschoolbuilding (consisting ofthreeclassrooms holding8} 40, and 32
students)In fact it wasnot completed until 1927Two of the children of Philip Press attended the
temporary schoobuilding, but he chose to relocate hikildrento Cape Town when his eldest
neared high school age, just before the new permanent building was completedchool
survived until 1974 when it was consolidated with leter high school nearby®®

THE END OF THE LINE

For sixteen years after approwald twelve years after the line opened, Klaver Station remained the
end of the line. The approval 1911 had fortitously slipped into the brief expansionary period
between the Union of 1910 and the negative effects of WWI. Even then, it was built aretpe

and turned out to be unprofitable. But it immediately raised the question of whether the line wou
ever extend beyond Klaver, a decision that

There was never any plan or certainty. The Railways wite gomfortable with their terminus
aimed at serving the entire north bank of the Olifants Rivaren if protesting statesmen like Sir
David de Villiers Graaff saw no hint of civilization theraside fromthe storehostelsaloon
butchery of Philip Ress,this was true. Sir David was one of many pushing for a minimum
extension to Vanrhynsdor p: Ailt is contended

164 Secretary Rood's characterization of Josias Jacobus Nieuwoudt's erratic behavior may have been harsh

given that the lattewas declaretnsane' in 1928, and his affairs placed in the curatorship of his hrother
155 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.212; Ref:SBB11/19A; Descript: Van Rhynsdorp Division. Klawer Primary
School. 19151928) [CT16Img 2209]

186 |bid. [CT16Img2207]

17 |bid. [CT16mg21823]

188 The school property is still mostly intact, @he Oasis Lodgi . he dlassroomare now hotel
accommodation; the sporfield is a summer caravan/camping ground.
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[but] by extending it to VanRhijnsdorp the terminus would [at least] be in a civid&he
i ns t'"@Rutthisawas never to be.

The primary agitation for extensions came from two directions: reagih to Calviniaand north
west to Koekenaap and up into Namaqualand.

Calvinia, as the oldestorthern Cape towiand the only significanbne prior to Nieuwoudtville)

had politicalrelevance Representativebad been agitating for their own Cape Town connection,
via Ceres, since 1906. The Klaver route ope
the Route®'’”® as the Cape papedubbed it, paralyzed any decisidme difficulty of the terrain
(Calvinia stands 3000 feet on the escarpment abowedfjathe lack of a clear cut, agriculturally
profitable route (as with Vanrhynsdorp, linking towns was never the objective), andripeting
routearguments, would ultimately doom the enterprise. A cheap compensatory Hma@ch
eastwards in the wrong direction to link up with the existing Hutchits@apeTown line was
added in 1918, but as this doubled the distance, the agitatigimued. Only in the 1970s was an
unrelated easwest line added to carry mining ore from Sishen in the Northern Cape tan8ald
Bay, crossing the Klaver line near Vredendal.

The alternative contender was more successful. Numerous fpstitgons, pdtical-representative
appeal s, and the Railways®6 own commissione
alluvial plain was inherently bountiful, and furthermore, that the full value of the new Irrigation
Schememight only be full gleaned by exteled transportatioh* A short extension as far as
Koekenaap could be thus rationalized, even though countered by the reaspoathl road
transportation to Klaver.The more contentious argument was for continuing north into
Namaqualand. Certainly tharguments for transporting coppere, traditionally sent to Port
Nolloth, fell away as the copper mines all closed due to unprofitability after WWI. Agriculturally,
exaggerated claims that #fAthe possi bi latnedrles
the whole Union can be"vweurpe |diesdmifsrsoerd tahsf’tf lv

But putting aside the paralyzing effects of competing appeals, and exaggerated claims of econo
gain, the stasis was ultimately financial and txdi. The demands of WWI put a hold on
expansion, and the consequent worldwide recession, with produce prices plummeting through
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192006s, put a strain on the central gover nmen!:

Hon. John William Jaggy, already well known for his brusque and uncompromising personality, as

169 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:MVE; Vol:419; Ref:16/54; Part 1; Descript: Line from Kl&valvinia. 1912
1938.) Sir David de Villiers Graaff (Minister of Public Works and Posts, later Minister of Finance) to Hon.
H. Burton, Minister of Railways & Harbours, 19 February 1914 [Pr18Img46]

170 pbid. [Pr18Img75]

1 |bid. "Notes of Tour of Railway Commissioners in fBeres, Calvinia, Van Rijnsdorp, Clanwilliam,
Worcester, Villiersdorp and Hermanus Districts: October 1923With regard to the area served by the
Olifants River Irrigation Scheme, Vredendal Koekenaap, etc., the Commissioners are firmly of the opinion
that without railway facilities the irrigation scheme must be a hopeless failure and that railway facilities

should therefore be provided between Klaver and Koekenaap. . . . The people in this locality are still in a very

backward state despite the facith Ko e kenaap has been in existence
172(NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:MVE; Vol:419; Ref:16/53; Part 1; Descript: Proposed Line between Klaver
and OO6Kiep via Koeken de2p) Hdr du Voit, Gov&mmemt Braod p. 1913
Agronomist Report to Sir William Hoy, General Manager SA Railways; 1®r68Img0306]

173 |bid. Acting Resident Engineer Report 29th December 1919 [Pr18img13]
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Minister of Railways and Harlwos for 19211924, to bring the Railways finances (already five
years in deficit, in spite of four recent price increases) into order.

Jagger particuldy locked horns with J. PMostert, the NationalisMember of the Legislative
Assembly (M. L. A.) for Namaqualandvhich included Klaver.Mostert barraged Jagger with
petitions, meetings, and even accusations of corruption on the floor of Parliamermonfin,
rationales, and personalities are illustrated by the following méetnigutes:

AnA deputation . . . by Mr . J.P. Mostert, M.
Town on 12 April, 1921 . . urging the construction of a line from dller via Koekenaap to
Namaqualand. ... Mr. Mostert referred to the great productivity of the district and the large amount
of corn produced in Namaqualand, and that if they only had a railway they could produce ever
much more. . . Money, he understm, was scarce but he thought that when it was found that a line
would pay. . . Mr. Jagger pointed out that the Kraafont&ilaver [line, as a whole] did not pay,
the expenses of this line for June, 1920 b&dG65 and the total receipts orfi3,930, and he felt

sure that the line advocated would not pay. He had never known a branch line to pay. What the
he

Board had to consider was which lines would develop the best interests of the country and {
largest area. . . . | know the Government has put & lotomey into the irrigation scheme, but my
argument is that it is not completed. .. There are other . . . far more productive districts [with]
requirements more pressingthanydurs | ndeed, Jagger didnodét hes
an excusd o r the paralysis, pointing out it hat
Klaver via Van Rhynsdorp to Calvinia and the Board would have to come to a detiSion."

Ultimately the deadlock was broken by an electanaset.J agger 6s al i enat.
Workers Union, and their workinglass supporters (resulting in strikes across dbentry)
contributedsignificantly to the defeat of Sm@South African Party and the ascendency of the
Nationalists (under J. B. M. Hawg, still in coalitions with the Labor Party) in 1992The new
Nationalist Minister of Railways and Hanms, Charles Wynand Malampparentlylearning his
predecessor 6s l esson and setting out to i
Mostet 6s requests and instigated parliamentar
line extension from Klavet’® Once again, but this time with less logical rationalep@rentlythe

place "was chosen because of the likelihood of obtaining water igeboring.*’"), the line would

174 pid. [Pr18Img3537]

175 (Bisset,James; "John William Jagger and the South african Railways1924"; Thesis, University of

Cape Town, September 1973)

176ThecIaimbysomehistorianshat the extension was approved in
misses the point. The decision did indeed have politicallgulated dimensions, but it aimed to appeal to a
larger constituency and was soundly based on-pmrgolating agricultte-based appeals. Providing

empl oyment for fApoor whitesd had al ways affecte
Klaver line by the following communication of 1911: "The Minister of Railways is particularly anxious that
an early sirt should be made with the construction of the Extension of the Line beyond Graafwater [to futuré
Klaver] in order to give employment to the poor Whites in that District. It consequently follows that it will be
necessary to carry out the work on the B@ang System [lIrish term for an inefficient traditional system in
which voluntarygangs under a tough recruiter/overseer bid and competed for specific tasks or segments]."
From Construction Engineer, Graafwat@lifant's River Extension to Acting Enginem-Charge, Eendekuil;

19th July 1911(NASA,; Dep:SAB; Source:SAS; Vol: 927; Ref: Unindexed; Descript:
Graafwater/Vogelsfontei®lifants River Line. Surveys: General. 191916)[Pr18Img141]

Y7 (Burman, Jose: "To the end of the line: the copper line"; Journal: S.A.Rail, March/April 1981R®ss
Collctn)
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end #fAi n t hterminue o de called BittarfonteiStation, not even half way tthe
previously hopedor destination ofthe settlement at Garied midway station at Landplaagas
reachedn 8 December 1926, withe full KlaverBitterfonteinextensiorfinally opeationalon 27
April 1927178

Kl aver 6s | oc k o aouldé&dcdnsequentlytdiutedret Kldver @ontieuedwo thrive

thus illustrating he cr i t er i a f ofortranscendingntgesesisstony. Wheareaother a 1
settlements on the line, such as Graafwater and Bitterfontein, ultimately stagnated, Klaver h
inherent advantages that ensured its viability and groWtfhese includedhe twelve year head
start as the terminal station thadMituated trading patterns, in combination with the significant
improvement to approach roads during teatlusiveperiod There was alsthe more substantial
railway sidingandkraalwith its riverside watering accesmt available to thetherstationsfurther
removedfrom the Olifants River. But perhaps most significant was the increasing productivity of
the surrounding farmland, the r esulSthemetnalt he
system, that allowedccelerating subdivisions ofmaller but viable farmsthus increasing the
populatiors recognizing Klaver as their connective hub. In fast,will now be discussedlaver

only really began to grow significantly after ttecision to extenthe line.

THE GROWTH OF KLAVER

From 1915 to 192 Klawer wasthe terminus for all goods to be transported down to the Cape from
points north and easkt was also, for a timethe onlytransit point for the farmers immediately
southivestacrosshe Olifants Riveafter the closure of éhBirdfield terminus in 1915

In the absence of an easy rdmidge, however the south bank farms were disadvantaged, and there
was substantial pressute reopen Birdfield Siding As the Provincial Secretary wrote the
Railways: "I am directed to inforiyou that a petition was submitted to the Provincial Council

by residents of the Division of Van Rhynsdorp, praying for the erection of a bridge in the

neighborhood of Vredendalt is urged that a bridge is necessary to provide facilities for the
transport of agricultural products (principally citrus and dried fruit) to the Klaver railway station
which lies on the other side of the rivéf”But rather than build a bridgi was agreedeven years
later to re-open thefiBirdfield Spud'® siding as of 1 February 1923 “for passenger luggage,
parcels and assignment goods (except explosives) which can be easily handled by the guard of t
. . .with the new stop to be integrated into future train schedules."

In spite ofall the increased activitythe Klaver site actuallyexperienced very little physical growth
in the seventeen yeab&tween 1910, wheRhilip Press establigl the trading site and the final
extension to BitterfonteinThe site continued to be dominated entirely by the Ra#vgeysonnel,

178 (\World Heritage Encyclopedia: South African Locomotive History)

179 Except for Vredendal (PopulatioB895 in orig. boundary, but 18,170 after amalgamation with Die Bult
and declared municipal admin center), Klawer (pop.6234) is the largest town on the EeBitgkiohtein
line, matching its mothetown of Vanrhynsdorp (pop: 6272), and even the olowntof Clanwilliam (pop:
7674, but half the density). See Census 2011 Community Profile Database.

180 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol:1/1/46; Ref:W120/7/10; Descript: Klaver Approach Road [not indexed])
[CT16img2277]

181 |bid. [CT16Img2276]
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and byPress' hotel and store which aceoodated the salesmen and farmers attending the depot ta
ship and receive, arglippliedthe farming community around.

For the first decade of Klawer's existence there were few land-giilgsion andsale of lots would
only take off after 1925 and very little constructiorAccording to one eyewitnes&pat from the
gangers' cottages where railway workers lived, the only other dwellagart from the Klaver
Hotel . . . was the house in which Fri&kRedermar(sic) lived; he worked as a salesman in the
Klaver store:'® So besides the two institutions of Railways and heielpneroom school house
erected in 1921and a couple of privatelpwned housegherewas just veld all around.

The railwayinfrastructureitself wasfairly simple:besides the small stati®hed of wood and tin,
therewerethe stationmaster's quarteesdthe dormitory-like foreman's quartersyith just a few

roomseach There were alsa few small numberedcottages'originally set upto acconmodate the
engineers during the railway's constructiandnow used tdouserailway clerks and workers.

The hotel was also very limite@esides the Press family,dfltimately, seven, the hotdhad to
permanently accommodate twoRfessstore employees, Louis Levittho ran the store andike
Kammener the store bookkeepérhere were apparently only ten rooms, so lilegel couldsoonno
longer accommodate alisiting traderslet aloneanylongerterm resident workers.

llustration XII:

The first family in
Klaver:

Philip Press with wife &
newborn son (b. 1915)
outside the Klaver
Station Hotel soon after
the first train rolled in

This lack of infrastructural growth eventually became a serious proBibitip Press' family, after
his marriage in 1914, was the only one in the community for some tineee weresventuallytwo
married railway workers (the clerk, Retief, and medadwer, Liel) and a few other private families
by 1926- butthe number of single men serving the railway and associated sesomesnultiplied.

182 press, Basil; unpublished memories of Klaver, 1980.
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Besides thepermanentstation personnebnd the temporary engineers and workers on the
Bitterfontein extensionthe Railwayssubstantially increased their work force when thegided in
192610 put in place a network of scheduled motorized vehicles to bring goods down to Klaver,
from as far afield as Calvinialhe 'Klaver-Calvinia Road Motor Service' alone employfde
motor drivers andive assistant$o be accommodated Klaver.

llustration XIlII:

A 'Thornycroft
Dual' in the 1920s
heading to the train
station, part of
South African
Railways' goods
lorry network.

Given the housing shortage&nsions rose. In 192fhe records showtatiormaster Breweunder
investigation for abuse towards tpestmaster Mr. Biebuyck, when trying to wrestle back some
departmental housing for his own stafft. Biebuyck had been rentirfgur rooms inone of theold
engineers' housesvned by the Railway®n a onemonth notice leas@®ut when Brewer, requiring
more accommodation for his own increasing staff, tried to give notice for one of the rooms,
Biebuyck refused to vacate.

An insight into the town politicend community leadershiemerges from records showing Philip
Press,'Farmer & Hotel Proprietor at Klaverand the local political representativke P. Mostert,

"M.L.A. for Namaqualand being asked to adjudicate, ajuintly submitting "representations

the administration with a view to Mr. Biebuyck being permitted to retain occupancy of the room in
questior'*®® In spite of their efforts, matters became ludicrously ugly: 3tagionmastepbjected
to thepostmastetalking to him "like a bloody child and in retaliation, called theostmastet'a
bloody old crock, threatened to throw him out of the room; without authority, gave him notice to
quit the whole house, and told Clerk Von Wustenhoff to strike B,

183 (NASA; Dep:KAB; Vol.1/1/46; Ref.W120/7/11; Descript: Klawer. Housing Accommodation -1929)
[CT16Img2284]
184 |bid. [CT16Img.2285]
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Eventually the railways prevailed, btite housingsituation only got worse. As internal railway
mema of 1927 reveal: In consequence of recent development at Klaver there has been
phenomenal increase in the staff employed at this depot. . . . The position is most difficult from
staff point of view, no quarters are available and the local condition of residence are far fron
congenial. The type of man now employed on the service is not to the desired standard but owing
the nonavailability of quarters it is difficult to improve the positidine Construction Engineer's
houses have all been taken over for the running staff . . . The Station Master had previou
complained, too, that there were insufficient quarters available for his stafthe Works clerk
states no funds are available Fmusing.*®

There was even a desperate petition drawn up and signed by-tiwergyailway personneiating:

"We the undersigned desire to draw the attention of the Department to the fact that the question ¢
accommodation here is very acute. The Hptélere two of the signatories were boardeaihnot
provide rooms and we therefore request the Department to meet us in this direction and consider
matter as urgent:®

Clearly,Klaver was outgrowing gexisting landownership structure. After 1925, thithe influx of
additional labor for the rail extension to Bitterfontepansion of the gooderry network and
concretdining of all the irrigation canalshere was an escalation of sdivision and land sales by
thethree ceowners, the two Nigvoudt brothersand Press, and their successors. asitably
requirad aresolution of the ungainly joirdwnership of Klaverwhichin turnwould givethe town
its currentform.

THE PARTITION OF KLAVER

Ultimately, most of Klavercameto be owned by Rilip Pressandhis successor, hisuchyounger
cousinLouis Levitt. Louis Levitt (18871943)was the grandson ®flire Levitt nee Brik, sister of
Phili p6s mo hadiemigrafed @ Sauth Aftita from the Lithuanian province of Tsarist
Russia in July 1913, and immediately went to work fiasBin his trading stor&®’

In 1926, PhilipPressdecided to retire from the hotahd store, while continuing to farm Bruin
Krantz.On 9 August 1926, hsold his onethird share of Klavefor £1000to his cousinLouis, in
equalpartnership with another employee, néynihe clerkFrederickMartinus Riedemantf® At
the same time he sold the business itself, the laotore, to theséwo employees in a private
contract for amuinknownadditional amount.

185 |bid.

1% bid. The signers' occupations are revealing: Clerk (4), Foreman (1), Checker (1), Motor Assistant (4),
Master (3, Motor Driver (4), Strapper (2), Guard (1), Fireman (2), Locomotive Driver (1), Cleaner (2). Their
accommodationat the timeare also revealingKlaver Hotel (2), Station Mastés Quarters (2), Foremén
Quarters (6)constructionhuts (4),room rentals in five private residences (9).

¥'The Du Plessis historyds c-ledgloetyicartsgto resfual thesbuildess wi
oftheir ri gati on canal 1is anachronistic: he was new
dug in the 191415 period, and still in the employ of Philip Preldés contribution came later.

188 See Deed 7724 of 9 Augt1926 (also referenced @887 of 1930 & overwrit® on9940 of 1921)
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Josias Jacobus Nieuwoualso began sellingff portions of his share surrounding Klavéte had
already divdedout mediumsized sukfarms further soutfbesides the Olifants Rivesoon after the
Birdfield division of 1921: the newly createfrms of Kloofielank, LemoenKloof, Uitzicht,
Brandvlei,and Voorspoedweresold off in 1922, and Gedeelte, Aangenaam atherssold later

on. The viability of these smaller farms was to a large extent the legacy of the Olifants River
Irrigation SchemeHe now sold ofthe small stripmmediatelynorth of original Klaver, squeezed

between the station and Mielie Ras'VanZyl RusttoGJ.VanZy!l i n 1926 and
the stationmasted. J. Brewer, in 1927. Some potentially urban land directly south of Klaver was
also subdivided and soldncluding the Irrigation Camp to the GovernmémtL926 (the Irrigation

Scheme was still expanding and lining the canal systam, the Mission School to the Dutch
Reform Churchn 1927 (lllustration XIV)
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lllustration XIV: Development around Klaver 1918930. The larger Birdfield Survey shows the
division and sales of subdarms further south. The Detail shows Klaver environg.he railway
line, irrigation cana] and Olifants River conveniently provided theeastern and western
boundariesfor all the development.Handwritten notations are all as per original survey of 1821

The Nieuwoudt brothersvereapparentlypecoming increasingly reliamin financial and reakstate
transactions. A detailed commissioners report on the economic potential of theoareassioned
by Railways in 1925 to try to determine linetexsions particularly singled out the Nieuwoudt
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holdings "Windhoek, only a few miles from Klaver is one of the oldest farms in the district and at
one time, judging from the number of domiciles, must haaenlin a high state of production. It

has a strong supply of perennial water, which works a small overshot mill wheel, but that appears
be the chief use for the water. Now the buildings are in disrepair, and agriculture at a very Ig
stage. There is aogd depth of soil in the valley. A fine citrus orchard at one time is now
overgrown, and consequently below its bearing capacity. There is only a minimum of productio

yet with its water supply the faroould be worked intensively throughout the yé&oaximity to the

railway at Klaver has apparently had no influence on agriculture in this Bge"an earlier
Commi ssion of

the irrigable lands® T he Ni

e u w-ofti of tBiddEeld sardl td smaller farmerseemed
required to fulfill this prediction.

The last momentous chapter in the birth of Klawer centered on 1930 whendrelftis partner
by then owningtwo-thirds and the Nieuwoudt family owningnethird decided to finallyand

physically divide upold Klaver, and each go their own way in selling off and developing plots

within the townitself. (lllustration XV).

1 gt Dlifdnta Riverdleigation sckethe shduld now alter the
whole of this. . . backward state . .with the influx of new blood from other parts of the Union on

SURVEY OF 1920

; llustration XV:
showing subsequent *3. : i ivisi
DIVﬂlI ig(mbﬁ gquant 3 KLAVER Final division of old KLAVER
in 1930
Detail:
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Detail of Survi 930 in Deed 6887 of 1930
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ok T still clear today

189 (NASA; Dep:SAB; Source:MVE; Vol:419; Ref:16/54; Part 2; Box 424; Descript: Line from Klaver
Calvinia. 19121938.) [Pr18Img80110]

190 (NASA; DepSAB; Source:MVE; Vol:419; Ref:16/54; Part 1; Descript: Line from Kla@aivinia. 1912
1938.)[Pr18Img67]
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Two years earlier,n 1928 Josias Jacobus Nieuwoudt had been declared insane, and his broth
Louis Egbertus appointed tfiek u r afhi® astate. On 12 February 1930, Levitt bought out Josias
Jacobusbnethird share of the partnership f8850, thus owning &wvo-thirds $are ofundivided

Klaver.'! Consequently, in the physical division of 16 August 1930, Louis Egbertus Nieuwoudt

with onethird share took title to only the southe nt r a | s e cltoito Mok n owhn | a&&s L

Riedemann in partnership took over the rest: the northern third nonanidend 6 Vol mo e d
6Trading Sited r i @idsepabatestorevon the splwt nawltalled tHertzhofo t e
and the southern segment t hat abut toetd Bbhea
'Vergelegen'” Levitt & Riedemann aparently built a new store on the corner of Thading Site
property (later called 'Gordon's Store' after a subsequent owner) and moved the business fi

Pr e ®ld ddrrugated iron storé®
Over the following years, Klaver was sdlvided into ever smadt plots as the town prospered

Levitt & Riedemann began selling off property immediately:

- In 1931, they soldthreequartersof Volmoed to the Railway™

- A year later,in 1932, Louis Levitt transferred his family to Cape Towht and ®nsequently, he
and Riedemann sold the core business of the hotel and surrounding propékeraéthof' on 15
October 1932while retaining the storandremaining landThe sale of the hotelndproperty of

threequarters of amcre for £1,250 was to Barney Woolf Hoffman, a lawyer infffgnsdorp who
had generally acted dsgal conveyor on the various Birdfield transactions in the pasthirtself

later moved to Cape Town and was-fmunder of the prestigiodaw firm of Sonneberg, Hoffman

& Galombik. The sale deed required the hotel to continue to provide water to the Levitt &
Riedemann store, and specifically prohibited Hoffman or any future owner from establishing a sto
on the property, in possible competition with the itte® Riedemann store. In fact, it stipulated

that the only business ever permitted on the property would be a "Hotel or Boarding House

keeper.*® This was later forgotteand routinely ignoredas the property was increasingly sub
divided and became the camarcial center of KlawerHowever the restrictionled to a legal
firestormalmost a century latevhenit was re-discoverecandseemingly preveeda 21" century
supermarket from openingn part of the siteit apparently took supfkegal marewers toundo the
prohibition. Hoffman appears to have been speculating on the property inot $&@ply acting as
a conduit- being a lawyer hepresumablyhad little interest in the hostelry businesas he
immediately sold it to W. Dembitzerwho ran the hoidor the next decad&’

191 See Deed 1089 of 12 Fetary1930. The deed references Louis Egbertus Nieuwoudltkas: r afthe r o
fikranksinnigé (insane) Josias Jacobus Nieuwoudt.

1925ee Deed 6887 of 14 August 1930 (also Deeds-6888 of 1930 for unexamined details)

193 5ee HV. du Plessislt must be noted that Du Plessis, evidently utilizing surveys but not deeds,
misunderstood the pmxistingjoint-ownerships, and mischaracterized each divisiaidKlaveras a

purchase from the Nieuwoudt family. I n particu
to a new site called 6Vol moedd eémishalagerizethergenbsess e d
of the | ater 6Gordonb6s Stored6. This store site

end up with a corner slightly across the boundary, onto the publidasaident in lllustration XY

19 See ed 3461 of 19 May 1931

195 Following a family tragedy, and the adoption of a relative's child

1% See Deed 6304 of 1932.

197 See Deed 6305 of 1932. According toVH.Du Plessis, Dembitzer added a new 'lang gang' wing with
new bedrooms & toilet facilitieqefore selling to Rom & Katz from Nieuwoudtville in 1942.
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The Nieuwoudts also proceeded to divide up thle@ires of Klaver and Birdfield

- Louis EgbertusNieuwoudtsold off sections oPortion A his one thirdshare of Klaverpver the
years while holding on to his abutting farof Mielie Pan Beginning in 1926, portions of the farm
were sold to the Railways for expansion of the Klaver siding and rail extension to Bitterfontein.
- Following the declaration of insanity dbsias Jacobtis 1928and hissubsequenturatorship by
brother Louis Egbertusis estate finally in 1931 came under the contrdbaf of Josias Jacobus'
sons Josias Jacobus (1895), GerhardusAppeld Hendrik Izak (b.1897), HermaniusMaan®
Jacobus (b1903)*%%and Louis Egbertus (H1910)**° They continued the sutlivision of their
property around Klawer through the"2€entury,

THE OLD GUARD MOVES ON

After relocating his familyo Cape Town in 1932, Louis Levitt continued to travel the countryside,
managing the Klawer business, aradingin land and commodities in the Klawlieuwoudtville
area.

FrederickRiedemann died i1937, andhis shareof the storeandremainingKlaver propertywas
transferred to Louis Levitt on 1 Jaary19382%°

Levitt immediatelysold the storandproperty, including the balance of TradiBge Klaver around
the storeand Lot B at the south end dflaver, on 31 January 193® his bookkeepeMichael
Kammenerandclerk Elias de Kock in partnershift According to his son Abel: "Louis did not
seem the type to stay in a shop and weigh the rice and flour into little brown paper bags. He w
more of a'people's persontravelling into Namaqualand and buying sheep and cattle, hides and
skins from the farnms."**? He died of a heart attack while in Cape Towrlafanuary1943

After selling the hotel and Klaveropertiesto his cousirandemployee Louis LevittPhilip Press
moved his family to Cape Town, brétained his farm andontinued taspend much of his timep
northfarming Bruin Krantzandenjoying his status as eldeitizen of Klaver Once he took up the
challenge, Ressbecame an avid farmeadvertising and promotinklaver produce avenuessuch
as theannualRosebanlAgricultural Show,where he wonwards for hish f a nkKlawes oranges
andlucerne’®

198t was his wife, Catherina Christina Nieuwoudt who ran the 'Colored School' and is believed to have
worked with PhilipPresson the School Board.

199H. V. du Plessis ascribed the growth of Klan@tMaans' and 'Appel' Nieuwoudt, and specifically
Afaround-stheéeionainbut in fact they owned al most
station had been sold to (already)}aener Levitt in 1930, and the small strip north of thersidiad already
been sold in 1926/1927. In consequence, their contribution to land sales was in the later eastern expansior
Klawer, east of the canal.

20g5ee Deed 76361 of 1938 (Transfers stamped on Deed 6887 of 1931)

201 gee reference to this sale of Binuary 1938 in subsequent Deed 10936 of 4t@c939 which
transferred Lot B from Kammener & de Kock to®.Theron for £30. Also see N. du Plessis.
292| evitt, Abel; Interviewer: Donald Press

203 oward Ribbons in possession of estate of son Basil Press
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In 1927,Presssolda small parcel o0 morgen(85 acrelfor £300to the Railways® this being a
narrowstrip beside the railway tragkist south of the bridgerossing.The railway was apparently
having difficulty with sand on the tracksd wished for greater contrdP In 1932 he sld another
5.1 morgen(11 acrepto the Railways for them to expand their sidbgjweerthe railway station
and Mielie Pan farti™®

As his health began to fail, Pregsally sold the entirety ohis farmBruin Krantz to Jacobus Petrus
Mostert?®’ on 22 Sepember1938for £3,506% andretired fully to Cap&ownwhere he diegust a
few years latein 1941. Interestingly, hefinal impetus for sellinghis beloved farm wathe wish to
fi nance piréihase of a fewndall stores calledEdgard Philip's original investment in
Klawer and Bruin Krantthuscontributedin its wayto therise of theEdgarsEdconretail chain’®

Louis Egbertus Nieuwoudt died in 1935, with his incapacitated brother Josias Jacobus survivir
him by sevenyears. The Nieuwoudt familydescendents dhe earlierJosias Jacobus Nieuwoudt
who purchasd half of Birdfield in 1860- continues to own and farm thegreat farm of
KleinfonteinWindhoek today.

~000~

24 5ee Deed 6733 of 7 July1927. Portion BA of Portion B of Bruin Krantz

205 (press, Basil & Getz, Rhoda: interviewer: L. P. Wulf, 1985)

2% 5ee Deed 5408 of 31 Augt1932. Lot AA of Portion A of Bruin Krantz.

27 This J.P.Mostert was borr21 June 1898, Oudtshoorn. ThelMA. for Namaqualand of same name,
with whom Philip had been acquainted for some time (See: NASA:KAB; Vol.1/1/46; Ref.W120/7/11;
Img2284CT2016) had already died in 1929; thiaspossibly his son.

298 SeeDeed 20499 of 1938

209By 1970, the Press sons had opened theff 4afe.

9
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lllustration 1: Western Cape: Showing placement & extent of key farms

Fapendorp

31745'10°§
18° 152" £

O
Flow Strand e 4\
e\

.‘( ‘P Landing Strip
IDoringbaaiQ ard\

Groothoekbaai |

Donkin’s Bay

L
|
|

Diamond Diving Boats .\ Rk
iy, |

18°18'29" ﬁ
Bird Island
e & Bottienose Dolphins

Annual Crayfish Festival

ﬂockArl
5 Ratelgat
ﬂilz%ﬂ“ﬂmﬂi{hmage %

ai Tunnsm Information
| 027-£01-33
tmmsmmalz)kama.m 23

ERSVL}AK?

‘.,Mé
.ﬁ s culemma.ns
usl to Dcmher fspnna:

imsdum Tourism Inf
027 201+ B
wwwtwnsmvamym;sdbm coza

/
@ Nalural heritae
Rock gat-

B 5 \ 8

CTIIE Dunes 4x4 Route

32 5 0TS
18

Wadrif Salt Pan

Eland

s Bay

tate Forest

Clanwilliam & Surrounds
@ Birdwatching
Rock & cave art
Historic Walks
0ld Gaol (Jail) Museum
Veldskoen sh

ither
I Hmels&gueahuaas
3 Hiking trails & mountain bilkin




61

lllustration 1I: Railway crossing Olifants River where river & mountains diverge




